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GRrADE LEVEL/

K-12 LisBrarY/ SEL/ CR-SE/ ELA/ WRITING

SUBJECT:
ESSENTIAL How ARE MY PERSONAL INTERESTS, CULTURE AND IDENTITY
QUESTION: REPRESENTED AND VALUED IN MY LEARNING SPACES?
LEARNING I caN:
OBJECTIVES: e DerINE THEME — A GROUP OF THINGS THAT HAVE A
CHARACTERISTIC IN COMMON WITH EACH OTHER
e IDENTIFY FIVE THINGS IN A THEME TO REPRESENT
WHAT 1S IMPORTANT TO ME
e SHARE A PIECE OF WRITING ABOUT THE THEME, HOW
THE COMPONENTS ARE CONNECTED, AND THE HISTORY
OR IMPORTANCE TO ME, MY FAMILY AND/OR MY
CULTURE.
STANDARDS NYS ELA STANDARDS
ADDRESSED: LANGUAGE ANCHOR STANDARDS:

CONVENTIONS OF ACADEMIC ENGLISH/LANGUAGE FOR
LEARNING



https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-standards.pdf

STANDARDT: DEMONSTRATE COMMAND OF THE
CONVENTIONS OF ACADEMIC ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND
USAGE WHEN WRITING OR SPEAKING.

STANDARD 2: DEMONSTRATE COMMAND OF THE
CONVENTIONS OF ACADEMIC ENGLISH CAPITALIZATION,
PUNCTUATION, AND SPELLING WHEN WRITING.

WRITING ANCHOR STANDARDS:

TexT TYPES AND PURPOSES

STANDARD 1: WRITE ARGUMENTS TO SUPPORT CLAIMS IN
AN ANALYSIS OF SUBSTANTIVE TOPICS OR TEXTS, USING
VALID REASONING AND RELEVANT AND SUFFICIENT
EVIDENCE.

STANDARD 2: WRITE INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY TEXTS TO
EXAMINE AND CONVEY COMPLEX IDEAS AND INFORMATION
CLEARLY AND ACCURATELY THROUGH THE EFFECTIVE
SELECTION, ORGANIZATION, AND ANALYSIS OF CONTENT.

STANDARD 3: WRITE NARRATIVES TO DEVELOP REAL OR
IMAGINED EXPERIENCES OR EVENTS USING EFFECTIVE
TECHNIQUES, WELL—CHOSEN DETAILS, AND
WELL—STRUCTURED EVENT SEQUENCES.

STANDARD Y: DEVELOP PERSONAL, CULTURAL, TEXTUAL,
AND THEMATIC CONNECTIONS WITHIN AND ACROSS GENRES
THROUGH WRITTEN RESPONSES TO TEXTS AND PERSONAL
EXPERIENCES.




LIBRARY STANDARDS: INFORMATION FLUENCY CONTINUUM
GRADES K—12

StaNDARD I — INQUIRY AND DESIGN THINKING: USE
INQUIRY AND DESIGN THINKING TO BuiLD UNDERSTANDING
AND CREATE NEW KNOWLEDGE

*WE ARE THINKERS AND DESIGNERS.

e STANDARD 1.1: INFORMATION—FLUENT LEARNERS USE
AN INQUIRY PROCESS TO CONNECT TO PRIOR
EXPERIENCE AND BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE, WONDER
AND ASK QUESTIONS, INVESTIGATE, CONSTRUCT NEW
UNDERSTANDING, EXPRESS LEARNING, AND REFLECT
ON THE PROCESS AND PRODUCT OF LEARNING.

O SHARES WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT THE GENERAL
TOPIC TO ELICIT AND MAKE CONNECTIONS TO
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

O RESPONDS TO BACKGROUND INFORMATION
(DELIVERED THROUGH VIDEOS, STORIES, TEXTS,
DISCUSSIONS) BY RESTATING/RETELLING MAIN
IDEAS AND DETAILS ABOUT THE TOPIC

e STANDARD 1.2: INFORMATION—FLUENT LEARNERS
EXPERIENCE, EXPERIMENT, AND USE A DESIGN
PROCESS TO DISCOVER CREATIVE SOLUTIONS TO
AUTHENTIC PROBLEMS, FORM PERSONAL
UNDERSTANDINGS, AND PROPOSE ORIGINAL IDEAS.

STaNDARD II — MuLTIPLE LITERACIES: USE MULTIPLE
LITERACIES TO EXPLORE, LEARN, AND EXPRESS IDEAS
*WE ARE READERS, WRITERS, AND CREATORS
e STANDARD 2.1: INFORMATION—FLUENT LEARNERS
USE MULTIMEDIA LITERACY SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE
TO DECONSTRUCT AND LEARN FROM TEXTS IN



https://slsa-nys.libguides.com/ifc
https://slsa-nys.libguides.com/ifc

MULTIPLE FORMATS THROUGH COMPREHENSION,
ANALYSIS, INTERPRETATION, AND EVALUATION.
0 GATHERS INFORMATION FROM ILLUSTRATIONS
AND TEXT FEATURES

e STANDARD 2.2: INFORMATION—FLUENT LEARNERS
PRESENT THEIR LEARNING AND IDEAS BY
CONSTRUCTING MESSAGES USING MULTIPLE,
AUTHENTIC FORMATS APPROPRIATE FOR THE
PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE.

STANDARD IV — PERSONAL GROWTH AND AGENCY:
ENGAGE IN PERSONAL EXPLORATION, SOCIAL AND
EmMoTioNaL GROWTH, INDEPENDENT READING AND
LEARNING, AND PERSONAL AGENCY

*WE ARE CONFIDENT, INDEPENDENT LEARNERS.

e STANDARD Y4.1: INFORMATION—FLUENT LEARNERS
USE INFORMATION AND IDEAS PRESENTED IN ANY
FORMAT TO REFLECT ON AND PURSUE PERSONAL
INTERESTS, DEVELOP STRENGTHS, AND ENGAGE IN
PERSONALIZED AND INDEPENDENT LEARNING.

o DEVELOPS AND PURSUES PERSONAL CURIOSITY

e STANDARD H4.2: INFORMATION—FLUENT LEARNERS
DEVELOP AGENCY (PERSONAL IDENTITY AND
CONFIDENCE) TO EXPRESS THEIR IDEAS, RAISE
AWARENESS, ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE, AND/OR TAKE
SOCIAL ACTION.

o ACTIVELY ENGAGES IN CONVERSATIONS WITH
OTHERS IN A RESPECTFUL AND APPROPRIATE
WAY




MATERIALS 1. CHART PAPER & MARKERS
NEEDED: 2. PHOTOS/VIDEOS OF SLED DOG PUPPIES
3. SLED Do PuprpY WORKSHEET (ELEMENTARY)
PROCEDURE:
BEFORE ® MAKE COPIES OF WORKSHEETS
TEACHING: e REFLECT AND CREATE YOUR OWN “PupPPY LITTER” TO
SHARE AS AN EXAMPLE WITH YOUR STUDENTS.

ENGAGEMENT: | SUGGESTED INTRODUCTION:

5 MINUTES “THIS YEAR WE WILL BE SPENDING A LOT OF TIME LEARNING
TOGETHER. I'D LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT YOU AS WE
START THIS JOURNEY TOGETHER. WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO
YOU? WHAT DO YOU LIKE? WHAT REPRESENTS YOUR
EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD?
I'LL GO FIRST!”

LESSON: 1. SHARE A PHOTO OF DOG SLED PUPPIES.

GRADE LEVEL Cuick HERE FOR PHOTO LINK

DEPENDENT —

15 MIN



https://iditarod.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/puppies.jpg

“TODAY WE ARE EACH GOING TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
NAME THESE 5 PuPPIES! FIRST, I wWiLL TELL YOU THE
NAMES I SELECTED AND WHY THEY SHOW WHAT IS
IMPORTANT TO ME.

MY FIVE PUPPY NAMES ARE:
JOE

ALaska

NikoLAlI

Pizza

MOOSE

I PICKED THESE NAMES BECAUSE THEY ARE ALL
CONNECTED WITH A THEME — AN IDEA THAT EXPLAINS
WHAT THE GROUP HAS IN COMMON.

2. THESE ARE ALL NAMES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH THE
IbitarROD TRAIL SLED Doa RACE. THIS RACE IS VERY
INTERESTING, FUN, AND IMPORTANT. WE WILL LEARN
MORE ABOUT THE RACE THIS YEAR IN MATH,
SCIENCE, READING, AND MORE! THE IMPORTANT
THING TO KNOW IS THAT DOG SLED PUPPIES SPEND
YEARS TRAINING AND LEARNING HOW TO BE
SUCCESSFUL IN A RACE. THE PEOPLE WHO RAISE AND
RACE SLED DOGS ARE CALLED MUSHERS — THEY
NAME THEIR PUPPIES WITH A THEME — AN IDEA THAT




AcTiviTy:
15-30
MINUTES

SHOWS THEY ARE ALL CONNECTED. LET'S SEE IF YOU
CAN GUESS THE THEME FOR THESE PUPPIES!”

SHOW EXAMPLES:
COLORS, SPICES, GEMSTONES, SPORTS, BOOK CHARACTERS,
ETC. (BASE COMPLEXITY OF THE THEME ON GRADE LEVEL)

3. NOW LETS LOOK AT MY “THEME” OF PUPPIES. W/HY
DID I PICK THESE 5 NAMES TO REPRESENT THE
IDITAROD?

JOE: JOE REDINGTON, SR. IS THE FOUNDER OF THE RACE.
HE WORKED TO MAKE SURE THAT SLED DOG CULTURE AND
THE HISTORIC IDITAROD TRAIL IN ALASKA WERE
PRESERVED. THE FIRST RACE WAS IN 1973.

ALASKA: THIS IS THE STATE WHERE THE RACE TAKES
PLACE EVERY YEAR IN MARCH. TEAMS TRAVEL ACROSS
THE ENTIRE STATE BY DOGSLED!

NikoLAl: THERE ARE MANY CHECKPOINTS, OR PLACES IN
THE RACE THAT MUSHERS STOP TO REST, GET FOOD, HAVE
VETS CHECK THE DOGS. NIKOLAI IS THE FIRST CHECKPOINT L
WENT TO IN THE 2023 IDITAROD

Pizza: IN THE CHECKPOINT OF UNALAKLEET THE MUSHERS
GET PIZZA SENT TO THEM BY FAMILY AND FANS — IT IS ONE
OF MY FAVORITE TRADITIONS AND IT IS DELICIOUS, TOO!

MOOSE: I saAw MANY MOOSE IN ALASKA, AND IT IS MY
FAVORITE ALASKA ANIMAL — AFTER SLED DOGS OF
COURSE!




AT FIRST, THE NAMES I CHOSE MIGHT NOT SEEM TO HAVE
ANYTHING IN COMMON, BUT WHEN I EXPLAIN WHAT EACH
MEANS AND HOW IT IS PART OF MY INTEREST IN THE
IDITAROD YOU CAN SEE THE CONNECTIONS.

4. NOow IT IS YOUR TURN! YOU ARE GOING TO NAME 5
PUPPIES WITH A THEME THAT WILL TELL ME ABOUT
WHAT YOU LIKE, WHAT MATTERS TO YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY, AND WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU!

SHOW WORKSHEET ON OVERHEAD/SCREEN AND PASS OUT
TO STUDENTS.

5. FIRST, LET'S DEFINE THEME:
THEME: A GROUP OF THINGS THAT HAVE A
CHARACTERISTIC IN COMMON WITH EACH OTHER

6. THINK ABOUT WHAT THEME YOUD LIKE TO USE FOR
YOUR PUPPIES. WRITE THAT THEME IN THE SPACE
PROVIDED.

7. FILL IN A NAME NEXT TO EACH PUPPY — REMEMBER
YOUR THEME!

8. PLEASE WRITE A SHORT PARAGRAPH/STATEMENT
EXPLAINING WHY THIS THEME IS IMPORTANT TO YOU
AND/OR HOW IT REPRESENTS YOU.




CONCLUSION:

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR SLED DOG TEAM NAMES
WITH ME! T LOOK FORWARD TO TALKING TO EACH OF YOU
ABOUT THE CHOICES YOU MADE AND HOW THEY TELL THE
STORY OF WHAT MATTERS TO YOU! (HANG THEM IN THE
CLASSROOM TO SHOW ALL VOICES ARE REPRESENTED AND
VALUED)

ASSESSMENT:

1. STUDENT UNDERSTANDING OF TERM :THEME

2. STUDENT CREATION OF PUPPY LITTER NAMES
AROUND A DEFINED THEME

3. STUDENT WRITTEN RESPONSE TO IDENTIFY WRITING
SKILLS AND LESSON COMPREHENSION.

ENRICHMENT/

STUDENTS EXPAND ON THEIR PUPPY LITTER WRITTEN

SUGGESTIONS: RESPONSE BASED ON GRADE LEVEL — YTH—12TH GRADE
WRITE A MULTI-PARAGRAPH OR ESSAY TO SHOW
UNDERSTANDING AND WRITING SKILLS.

OTHER: REVISIT PUPPY LITTERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. FOR

EXAMPLE: STUDENTS CAN DO “DOG BOOTIE MATH” WITH
THEIR LITTER, MEASURE THE AMOUNT OF MATERIAL
NEEDED FOR 5 RETURN DOG BLANKETS, OR CONSIDER THE
WEIGHT OF FOOD FOR D DOGS ON THE TRAIL!




