
 Lesson Title:  It’s A Rush! 

 Background Information: 

 Created By:  Juli Westrich, 2023 Teacher on the Trail™ 

 Grade Level/ 
 Subject: 

 K-12 (adapted for grade level) 
 Social Studies, US History, Economics, Sociology 

 Essential 
 Question: 

 Learning 
 Objectives: 

 How can I understand the historical context of 
 financial schemes and relate them to current 
 events? 

 I can: 
 ●  Identify the timeframe of the Alaska Gold 

 Rush 
 ●  Utilize information from an original document 

 to determine cost output of moving to Alaska 
 during the Gold Rush 

 ●  Use photographic evidence to create a theory 
 about the life of a gold miner, using details 
 from the image to support ideas 

 ●  Explain the connection between the settlers 
 seeking gold and current schemes to “get rich 
 quick” 

 Standards 
 Addressed: 

 NYS Social Studies Framework Grades K-12 

 Standard 1: History of the United States and New 
 York 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/ss-framework-k-12-intro.pdf


 ●  Students will use a variety of intellectual 
 skills to demonstrate their understanding of 
 major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and 
 turning points in the history of the United 
 States and New York. 

 Standard 3: Geography 
 ●  Students will use a variety of intellectual 

 skills to demonstrate their understanding of 
 the geography of the interdependent world in 
 which we live—local, national, and 
 global—including the distribution of people, 
 places, and environments over Earth’s 
 surface. 

 Standard 4: Economics 
 ●  Students will use a variety of intellectual 

 skills to demonstrate their understanding of 
 how the United States and other societies 
 develop economic systems and associated 
 institutions to allocate scarce resources, how 
 major decision-making units function in the 
 United States and other national economies, 
 and how an economy solves the scarcity 
 problem through market and nonmarket 
 mechanisms. 

 NYS Common Core Learning Standards for Literacy 
 in History/Social Studies 

 ●  Read closely to determine what the text says 
 explicitly and to make logical inferences from 
 it, and cite specific textual evidence when 
 writing or speaking to support conclusions 
 drawn from the text. 



 ●  Integrate and evaluate content presented in 
 diverse formats and media, including visually 
 and quantitatively, as well as in words 

 ●  Draw evidence from literary or informational 
 texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
 research. 

 ●  Prepare for and participate effectively in a 
 range of conversations and collaborations 
 with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas 
 and expressing their own clearly and 
 persuasively. 

 NYS Common Core Unifying Themes 
 Geography, Humans, and the Environment 

 ●  Relationship between human populations and 
 the physical world (people, places, and 
 environments) 

 ●  Effect of human activities on the environment 
 ●  Interactions between regions, locations, 

 places, people, and environments 
 ●  Spatial patterns of place and location 

 Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic 
 Systems 

 ●  Production, distribution, and consumption 
 Scarcity of resources and the challenges of 
 meeting wants and needs 

 ●  Supply/demand and the coordination of 
 individual choices 

 ●  Economic systems 
 ●  Trade, interdependence, and globalization 

 Role of government in the economy 
 ●  Personal finance 



 Materials 
 Needed: 

 1.  Book:  Pedro’s Pan: A Gold Rush Story  by 
 Matthew Lasley 

 2.  VIDEO: Gold Rush - Brainpop 
 https://youtu.be/_RoJ5lHuZRQ 

 3.  VIDEO: Nome Gold Rush 
 https://youtu.be/kVgudbszA1g 

 4.  WEBSITE: Smithsonian National Postal 
 Museum  As Precious As Gold 

 5.  WEBSITE: National Park Service  The Stampede 
 North 

 6.  Chart Paper 
 7.  Markers 

 Procedure: 

 Before 
 Teaching: 

 Engagement: 
 15 minutes 

 ●  Pre-Watch videos for content and age-level 
 appropriateness (they also provide a great 
 refresher for teachers!) 

 ●  Explore  As Precious As Gold  Exhibit and NPS 
 The Stampede North  Websites for background 
 information 

 ●  Create Vocabulary List 
 ●  Assemble supplies 

 What would you do if there was a chance you could 
 get RICH? 

 1.  Brainstorm ideas to “get rich” and use chart 
 paper to record 

 2.  What does “rich” mean?  Is it just about having 
 a lot of money? 

 3.  WHat are you willing to do to become rich? 
 Would you leave your family? Compromise your 
 values? Cheat? Steal? Lie? 

https://youtu.be/_RoJ5lHuZRQ
https://youtu.be/kVgudbszA1g
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/gold
https://www.nps.gov/articles/alaska-goldrush-national-historic-landmarks.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/alaska-goldrush-national-historic-landmarks.htm
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/gold
https://www.nps.gov/articles/alaska-goldrush-national-historic-landmarks.htm


 Lesson: 
 Grade Level 
 Dependent 

 ELEMENTARY 

 Prepare class with the learning goal: We are 
 trying to discover what was so appealing about the 
 Gold Rush and whether the quest for Gold was 
 worth the effort. 

 1.  Watch Video about the Gold Rush (  Brainpop 
 for elementary - focuses on California.  Or 
 NOME gold rush  for MS/HS) 

 2.  Identify the Timeframe of the Alaska Gold 
 Rush and explore the context in terms of 
 technology available at the time - increasing 
 the hardship of the journey. 

 3.  Pose the essential question framed in terms 
 of Iditarod/Alaska: How can I understand the 
 historical context of searching for gold 
 (financial schemes)? 

 4.  What motivated people to go to Alaska and 
 search for gold?  Money - more so quick 
 money 

 5.  Define: Prospector, Rush, Placer, Miner, Claim 
 Jumping, Wanderlust, 

 6.  ELEMENTARY: READ Pedro’s Pan - 
 Elementary 

 7.  Discussion prompts: 
 What is the cost vs. benefit? factor in the 
 work required and create a list on chart 
 paper of the time/work required. 
 What are other factors to consider? Create a 
 list of challenges: Lack of roads? Wild 
 animals? Loneliness? Distance from family? 

https://youtu.be/_RoJ5lHuZRQ
https://youtu.be/kVgudbszA1g


 MS/HS: 

 Extension: 
 MS/HS 

 Lack of resources? What part of the search 
 is skill and what part is luck? 

 5. MS/HS: Examine primary documents from the 
 Smithsonian National Postal Museum the 
 Great Nome Gold Rush 

 1.  Letter from Fred Lockley  describing 
 journey to Nome 

 2.  Photograph of Tent City, Nome  , c 1900 
 3.  Photograph of woman  with “gold fever” 

 on Nome Beach, c 1900 
 4.  Getting to the Gold  - describes 

 challenges, required ton of supplies, and 
 the unscrupulous merchants making 
 money of desperate miners 

 Explore the Challenges of the Interior 
 Alaska/Klondike gold rush vs. Nome - specifically 
 access to travel and resources 

 1.  Nome is on the sea: accessible by water 
 May-October; post gold rush Nome Serum Run 
 1925- necessity of dog sled relay due to 
 remoteness and iced in beaches, benefit of 
 trail travel across interior alaska 

 2.  Klondike (and Interior AK gold rush of 
 Fairbanks, Flat, etc) required movement of 
 supplies across land.  Use of dog sleds was 
 critical in supporting prospectors - including 
 mail service - explore background info, first 
 hand accounts and photographs of dog sled 
 mail carriers in  Precious as Gold 

https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/as-precious-as-gold-stories-from-the-gold-rush/the-great-nome-gold-rush
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/as-precious-as-gold-stories-from-the-gold-rush-the-great-nome-gold-rush/getting-to-nome
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/as-precious-as-gold-stories-from-the-gold-rush/the-great-nome-gold-rush
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/as-precious-as-gold-stories-from-the-gold-rush/the-great-nome-gold-rush
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/as-precious-as-gold-the-exhibition/getting-to-the-gold
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/as-precious-as-gold-stories-from-the-gold-rush/mail-and-mail-carriers


 Conclusion:  Regardless of the challenges some people did “get 
 rich” in the Alaska Gold Rush. More than 20,000 
 people rushed to Nome and more than $46 million in 
 gold was discovered between 1899-1910 (  NPS Gold 
 Rush  Landmarks). 

 Assessment:  Elem: group discussion of pros/cons of participating 
 in the gold rush 

 MS/HS: Persuasive Essay citing 3-5 reasons for or 
 against participating in the gold rush 

 Enrichment/ 
 Suggestions: 

 Sociology: 

 Economics: 

 The gold rush was appealing to many for the 
 potential “get rich quick” aspect.  However, the 
 reality was neither quick, nor a promise of riches. 
 What motivates people to find “quick” ways to 
 wealth?  Is there such a thing? Investigate the 
 social emphasis on financial success. 

 Extend the discussion and/or research to include 
 modern day “schemes” or money making potentials 
 with what appear to be little output. 
 What does it actually take to be a tiktok 
 influencer? How much time, energy, resources are 
 required to create content? How does crypto 
 currency work? Evaluate this as a “get rich quick” 
 investment. 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/alaska-goldrush-national-historic-landmarks.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/alaska-goldrush-national-historic-landmarks.htm


 Debate:  What is better - a “chance” at getting rich, or a 
 sustainable, consistent income source? 

 Other:  Evaluate school fundraising efforts to determine if 
 it results in a good return on 
 time/energy/resources.  Ex. School book fair, 
 running the snack table at a ball game, holding a 
 bake sale, selling candles, magazines or wreaths 
 -or whatever your school does to raise funds! 


