
 Lesson Title:  Iditarod: Now and Venn 

 Background Information: 

 Created By:  Juli Westrich, 2023 Teacher on the Trail™ 

 Grade Level/ 
 Subject: 

 K-12 
 Library/ Social Emotional Learning: Social 
 awareness/ Culturally Relevant-Sustaining 
 Education (CR-SE) (Representation)/Math & critical 
 thinking 

 Essential 
 Question: 

 Learning 
 Objectives: 

 How can I find commonalities with people who seem 
 different from me? 

 I can: 
 ●  Identify Similarities and differences between 

 myself and Iditarod mushers 
 ●  Research the 2023 Iditarod Musher List to 

 find a musher that is “like me” in at least one 
 way 

 ●  Acknowledge the importance of each person's 
 individuality and see connections between us 

 ●  Create a Venn diagram showing the areas in 
 which an Iditarod musher and I intersect 
 (form a commonality) 

 Standards 
 Addressed: 

 Library Standards: Information Fluency Continuum 
 Grades K-12 

 1.  Inquiry & Design Thinking: We are Thinkers 
 and Designers 



 Standard 1.1: Information-fluent learners use an 
 inquiry process to connect to prior experience and 
 background knowledge, wonder and ask questions, 
 investigate, construct new understanding, express 
 learning, and reflect on the process and product 
 of learning. 

 ●  Formulates questions for investigation of a 
 topic 

 ●  Making Sense of Information and Notetaking 

 2.  Social and Civic Responsibility: We are citizens. 
 Standard 3.2: Information-fluent learners 
 demonstrate effective collaboration in the 
 exchange of information, in both the face-to-face 
 and digital environment 

 ●  Participates in collaborative conversations 
 with peers and adults to share ideas and 
 information 

 3.  Personal Growth and Agency: We are 
 confident independent learners. 

 Standard 4.2: Information-fluent learners develop 
 agency (personal identity and confidence) to 
 express their ideas, raise awareness, advocate for 
 change, and/or take social action. 

 ●  Actively engages in conversations with others 
 by contributing own ideas and displaying 
 confidence in own reasoning and opinions 

 CASEL Framework - Social Awareness 
 ●  The abilities to understand perspectives of and 

 empathize with others: 



 ○  Recognizing strengths in others 
 -Relationship Skills 

 ●  The abilities to maintain relationships and 
 navigate settings with diverse individuals. 

 ○  Demonstrate cultural competency 

 NYS Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education 
 Framework (CR-SE) 

 ●  Create a Welcoming & Affirming Environment 
 ○  Make an effort to build strong 

 relationships across groups 
 ●  Foster high expectations & rigorous 

 instruction 
 ○  Draw upon past learning, prior 

 experiences, and the richness of your 
 cultural background to make meaning 

 ○  Challenge yourself to do more than 
 what feels academically comfortable 

 ●  Identify Inclusive curriculum & Assessment 
 ○  Generate ideas about people or concepts 

 that peers may like to learn about and 
 share these ideas with your teachers 
 and school leaders 

 ○  Ask questions about self, community and 
 society that serve as opportunities to 
 connect in-school learning with the 
 world outside the classroom 

 ○  Collaborate with teachers, peers, and 
 administrators to create meaningful 
 long-term projects 



 Materials 
 Needed: 

 1.  White board, markers 
 2.  Access to  Iditarod.com  website 
 3.  Venn Diagram Worksheet 

 Procedure: 

 Before 
 Teaching: 

 Engagement: 
 5 minutes 

 Lesson: 
 Grade Level 
 Dependent 

 Identify mushers for potential overlap with the 
 student population. Visit Iditarod.com for  2023 
 Musher List  and  Jr. Iditarod 

 How is an Iditarod Musher different from me? 
 1.  Write student brainstorm ideas on the board 

 How is an Iditarod Musher LIKE me? 
 Example 

 1.  Display  2023 Iditarod Musher  and  Jr. Iditarod 
 Musher  profiles on the board. 

 2.  Have students point out mushers they can “see” 
 a commonality with (blond hair, wears 
 glasses, etc) 

 3.  Pose the essential question framed in terms 
 of Iditarod: How can I find commonalities with 
 Mushers who seem different from me? 

http://iditarod.com/
https://educators.brainpop.com/printable/venn-diagram/
https://iditarod.com/race/2023/mushers/list/
https://iditarod.com/race/2023/mushers/list/
https://www.jriditarod.org/2023-mushers
https://iditarod.com/race/2023/mushers/
https://www.jriditarod.org/2023-mushers
https://www.jriditarod.org/2023-mushers


 Extension: 

 4.  Use a pre-selected example musher that has 
 a commonality with your students (home 
 location, gender, participates in an activity 
 with a parent - see Bailey and Gregg Vitello) 

 5.  Define and explain a Venn diagram.  (my 
 district uses BrainpopJr. which has an 
 excellent 7 minute video on this topic) 

 6.  Create a Venn Diagram as a class on the 
 board to show the overlap with the selected 
 musher.  See example: 

 Depending on grade level, time available, and 
 research goals this activity can be extended to 
 include independent research in Iditarod Musher 
 Archives and online resources. 

 7.  Students research Iditarod/Jr. Iditarod 
 mushers to find commonalities. 

 8.  Students create their own Venn Diagram with 
 a single musher. See example: 



 9.  Students meet in pairs/small groups to add 
 additional data to their Venn Diagram finding 
 additional commonalities with their 
 classmates and Iditarod.  See example: 

 Conclusion: 
 Grade Level 
 Dependent 

 1.  Using the provided Venn Diagram students 
 make their own connections and visual 
 representation of the commonality they share 
 with an Iditarod Musher. 

 Assessment:  1.  Completed Venn diagrams 
 2.  Presentation or write up of information 

 sources, how they made the connections, and 
 additional details of the process (for older 
 grades) 



 Enrichment/ 
 Suggestions: 

 Cut out and connect Venn diagrams to create an 
 overlap circle showing multiple connections with 
 students and mushers.  Display on bulletin board or 
 in hallway. 

 Other:  Looking for an easy kid-connection?  Read:  People 
 Food  by Gypsy or  Dependable Deliveries  by former 
 Teacher on the Trail Brian Hickox to find out what 
 mushers like to eat on the trail….hint: Just like in 
 your school lunchroom, Pizza is a favorite! 

https://iditarod.com/zuma/people-food/
https://iditarod.com/zuma/people-food/
https://iditarod.com/edu/dependable-deliveries/

