
 Lesson Title:  Introducing Iditarod 

 Background Information: 

 Created By:  Juli Westrich,  2023 Iditarod Teacher on the Trail ™  

 Grade Level/ 
 Subject: 

 Kindergarten - 5th Grade 
 Library 

 Essential 
 Question: 
 Learning 
 Objectives: 

 How can I connect real life events to classroom learning? 

 I can: 
 ⭑Explain the main Details of the Iditarod dog sled race 
 ⭑Identify the 4 key components needed to race 
 ⭑Make a connection between the race and my classroom 
 experience this school year 

 Standards 
 Addressed: 

 NYS Empire State Fluency Continuum - Library Standards 

 Standard 1.1: Information-fluent learners use an inquiry 
 process to connect to prior experience and background 
 knowledge, wonder and ask questions, investigate, construct 
 new understanding, express learning, and reflect on the 
 process and product of learning. 

 Standard 2.1: Information-fluent learners use multimedia 
 literacy skills and knowledge to deconstruct and learn from 
 texts in multiple formats through comprehension, analysis, 
 interpretation, and evaluation. 

 Standard 3.2: Information-fluent learners demonstrate 
 effective collaboration in the exchange of information, in 
 both the face-to-face and digital environment. 

 Standard 4.1: Information-fluent learners use information 
 and ideas presented in any format to reflect on and pursue 
 personal interests, develop strengths, and engage in 



 personalized and independent learning. 

 Standard 4.2: Information-fluent learners develop agency 
 (personal identity and confidence) to express their ideas, 
 raise awareness, advocate for change, and/or take social 
 action. 

 Materials 
 Needed: 

 Literature:  If You Were A Kid at the Iditarod 
 by Josh Gregory 
 Powerpoint  of Iditarod Photos 
 Run Dog Run  Video Clips 

 Procedure: 

 Before 
 Teaching: 

 Engagement: 
 2-5 minutes 

 Read IditarodEDU webpage  Iditarod 101  to familiarize 
 yourself with the race 

 Set the intention: Ask students “Have you ever run a race?” 
 Brainstorm types of races, tools necessary for races, and 
 how it feels to finish (or win) a race. 

 Lesson: 
 20-30 minutes 

 Introduce Iditarod: 
 1.  Some races are short, some are very long - we are 

 going to learn about The Iditarod, a very long, very 
 special race that takes place once a year in Alaska - it 
 has been happening for 50 years! 

 2.  Read:  If You Were a Kid at the Iditarod  by Josh Gregory. 
 Page 5 - Introduction 

 3.  Open KWL chart in Powerpoint OR create one yourself 
 on paper/whiteboard/etc. (slide 7) 

 4.  Ask students to share what they KNOW about Iditarod 
 after hearing this introduction/prior knowledge and 
 list these ideas in the K column. 

 5.  Use the images in the Powerpoint to provide a frame of 
 reference for where Alaska is in relation to your 
 school (slide 2). 

https://westiron-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/julianne_westrich_westiron_monroe_edu/EcIL79EnLqdDvTpli1Qzg7IBbPKw_DsXInzndhwU2bvOjA?e=z6yPb5
https://iditarod.com/videos/run-dogs-run-2/
https://iditarod.com/edu/iditarod-trail-sled-dog-race/


 6.  Use Alaska Map (slide 3) to show cities of Alaska 
 highlighting Anchorage (ceremonial start)/Nome (finish). 

 7.  Ask students to share what they WONDER about the 
 Iditarod.  What questions do they have? 

 8.  Read Pages 6-27 of  If You Were a Kid at the Iditarod  . 
 This text has a “story” of Maggie and Alex learning 
 about the Iditarod. 
 Suggestion: K-1 read  only  the story text, 2-5 add  the 
 “information boxes” on each page to extend the 
 non-fiction content. (Note: some of the info isn’t updated, 
 ex. Pg 11 - an Iditarod team can now have a max 14 dogs) 

 9.  Return to Powerpoint - Iditarod Race map. (slide 4) 
 10.  Revisit the WONDER column of your chart.  Did you 

 discover the answers to some of your questions? 
 11.  What new WONDERs does the class have?  Add them to 

 the chart. 
 12.  Share a short Iditarod video (Ex. Run Dog Run Interior, 

 1 min 55sec) 

 Conclusion: 
 5-7 minutes 

 1.  So what?  We live (insert your school district here), so 
 what does the Iditarod in Alaska have to do with our 
 classroom?  Can we make any connections to our 
 school-year journey?  How is our school-year similar 
 or different from the Iditarod journey? (make another 
 chart if time permits) (slide 5) 

 2.  List the key participants - musher, dogs, sled, snow.  Can 
 each of those things represent us this year?  Who is the 
 musher? (teacher) Who is the dog team? (students) 
 What is the sled? (learning)  What is the snow? 
 (unexpected challenges) (slide 6) 

 3.  Share with students that throughout the year we will 
 learn more about the race, the history of the sport, 
 and the important skills and qualities mushers and dogs 
 need to succeed. 



 Assessment:  1.  Observation of student engagement 
 2.  Participation in share-out chart creation 

 Notes: 

 Enrichment/ 
 Reinforcement 
 Suggestions: 

 Assessment: Challenge each student to list one essential 
 component of the Iditarod they think is MOST important - 
 dogs, musher, snow, sled, - as an “exit ticket”.  Keep track of 
 this list and allow students to “change” their components 
 during future lessons as they learn more.  This encourages 
 critical thinking as they take in new information.  (There is no 
 “right” answer.  You need all 4 to run the Iditarod!) 

 Other:  Alternative Text:  Kiana’s Iditarod  by Shelley Gill. 


