
Congratulat ions!  You made it  through another
school year.  I  know it ’s  not over yet,  but the end
is near.  For J im Deprez and myself ,  i t  was a year
of learning.  Taking over Iditarod EDU has been
chal lenging at t imes,  but most of al l  rewarding.
We appreciate your patience as we navigated
waters we didn’t  real ly expect.  Next year wi l l  bring
a few changes and we wil l  keep you up to date on
everything.  

We do have one more event coming up. The
Iditarod Teacher Summer Conference wil l  be
happening in McCall ,  Idaho from June 24 -  26.
More information can be found on the next page.
We’d love to have you join us for this event.

Thanks for st icking with us this year and, while
school isn’t  quite over,  we are looking forward to
next school year.  Enjoy your summer!
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By Linda Fenton

Ebbe Pedersen receives the Red Lantern Award
as the final musher into Nome. It’s all about perseverance.
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TRAIL MAIL

Sorry teachers - a stack of
Trail Mail was found at

Iditarod Headquarters. If
you didn’t receive yours yet,
it’s officially in the mail. We

apologize for the delay.

Yes!  Your Trail Mail is
really signed by the

musher who carries it.

Educator Professional Development Credit available for this
Conference from the University of Idaho.

The cost is $60.
Click here for more information: Educator PD Credit

Click the image or
scan the QR Code to

Register

NOW

https://iditarod.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/IditarodSummerConference2025/RegistrationPage
https://keeplearning.uidaho.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do;jsessionid=19AAFEC77068C94E8CD9D61E9269D527?method=load&courseId=1072029&courseTitle=iditarod-summer-educators-conference


Dear Educators,

My one-year term as the 2025 Iditarod Teacher on the Trail™ is coming to a close, and I want to
extend my deepest gratitude to those who took the time to read, reflect on, and engage with
my lessons and posts shared over the past year. This summer, I will pass the torch to Kari
Wright, the next Teacher on the Trail, who will bring a new perspective and new ideas to the
Iditarod EDU department.

When I first received the call that I was selected for this one year volunteer position, I was
soaking in the sun on the beaches of Florida. It felt a bit ironic! Months later, my journey
started with a road trip to Houston, Texas, where I met with Kate Newmeyer to pass off the
legendary sleeping bag and receive advice from her time on the trail. Each Teacher on the Trail
has their own unique experiences and I was incredibly excited to start my own story.

Each month I posted a lesson and information that I knew would be useful to teachers.
Knowing that these lessons found a place in classrooms around the world and contributed to
work with students has meant the world to me. I know the excitement that my own students
feel when they learn about the Iditarod, and I am thankful I was able to spread that joy with
other students and educators.

My time on the trail was indescribable. I fell in love with the ease of small airplanes, the
stillness of small Alaskan towns, the sound of dogs barking, and the crisp starry nights. Going
from teaching about the Iditarod to experiencing the ins and outs was life changing. Before
my time in Alaska, I never understood what a checkpoint looks like from a musher’s
perspective or how the volunteers navigate their duties to make the musher’s experience
flawless when they are in a checkpoint. This year, the race should have had hiccups due to the
last minute decision to switch to a Fairbanks start, but the race still had a beautiful flow.
Everyone should add volunteering with the Iditarod to their bucket list of must-dos in life.

A huge thanks to my husband, who has been my biggest support and pushed me to achieve
this dream. Also a huge thanks to my co-workers and school district, who have always been
excited to follow my lead in bringing the Iditarod to our small community. And thank you to
the educators who keep the life of the race alive from a distance. Your dedication to teaching
—and your willingness to explore new ideas and resources—has been both inspiring and
humbling. It’s been a privilege to create content with you and your students in mind, and I’m
incredibly thankful for the thoughtful feedback, encouragement, and support you’ve offered
along the way. 

Thank you again for being a part of this journey. I’m truly grateful for your time, your trust,
and your commitment to the Iditarod and education.

With sincere appreciation,

Maggie Hamilton
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June 24-26, 2025: Iditarod™  EDU Summer Conference in McCall ,  ID
March 3-6, 2026: Iditarod™ EDU Winter Conference (it ’s not too early to
start planning      )  
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Eye on the Trail
Serum Run Series – Delivering the Second Batch

  
At almost the same time Dr. Beeson came across the 300,000 units of serum in Anchorage, an
additional 1.1 million units was located in hospitals along the west coast of the lower 48. The Alaska
serum had at least a two week head start on the west coast serum in getting to Nome. The second
batch would be needed to end the epidemic, saving the children of Nome and the surrounding
communities.
 
As fear of the diphtheria spreading further grew, opinions were shifting toward delivery by airmail.
After a new case was confirmed with potential for spreading the disease beyond Nome, even Dr.
Welch’s thoughts were swinging toward a speedier delivery. Splitting the large batch, sending half
by dog team and half by airmail would be the best plan.

Read the full story to learn how the second batch of serum made it to Nome here!

 

Newsletter feedback, questions, or suggestions? 
email: linda.fenton@iditarod.com
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https://cloud.iditarod.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2026-Final-TOTT-App.pdf?eeb77a0b
https://cloud.iditarod.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2026-Final-TOTT-App.pdf?eeb77a0b
https://cloud.iditarod.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2026-Final-TOTT-App.pdf?eeb77a0b
https://iditarod.com/2025/03/20/eye-on-the-trail-serum-run-stories-delivering-the-second-batch/

