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A musher is the driver of a dog sled team.  All 72 
mushers picked their starting position on 

Thursday, March 2 at the Musher Banquet.  There 
are seventeen women and fifty-five men racing 
this year.  Ryan Redington will be leading out the 

group wearing bib #2, and Kristy Berington will be 
the last one to leave Fairbanks with bib #73.  Bib #1 
is reserved for the honorary musher, which this 

year is Leo Rasmussen of Nome.  Leo has been 
the checker in Nome since the first Iditarod in 

1973.  Leo will be at the finish line again this year 
welcoming all the mushers and teams to the 

finish line.  


