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|l ditarod 2014é Nobody
for Thi sé It Just
Happens Tee || ootn |

DD—'JLIN‘
A Race to Reme

ExconMobil

Congratulations to Dallas
Seavey, 2014 Iditarod
Champion!

race fans, the 2014 Iditarod | L
was an event that kept them 2014 Iditarod Champion Dallas Seavey
glued to their computers and in awe of each event as it unfolded.

Unlike a play that is scripted, well planned, organized, and

performed by actors reciting their lines while performing on a

stage, this racefds production tea
Nature and the stage is the Iditarod Trail. Each moment of the

Iditarod is the Greatest Reality Show on Earth.

So unpredictable was this yearods
Champion, Dallas Seavey, didndot r
until he was beneath the Burled Arch in Nome. Each shock and

awe kind of day during the race will provide race fans of today

and the future, many legends and stories from the 2014 Iditarod.

Rookie Christian Turner shared this part of his dramatic race after
briefly |l osing his team and findi
(Continued on page 3
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skidded my way down the trail | could hear the
dogs in front but they were getting farther and
farther away. The trail was ice covered and
slippery and | was wearing some pretty heavy
winter gear.. | knew | was moving at a fast pace
as sweat went pouring down my face and back.
My feet were beginning to way me down.. the
hill I started climbing was even more slippery
than the trail pasté |
was not going well, and the feeling of
encroaching doom was growing. | picked

myself up and started shambling myself up the
ice covered hill. As | crested the peak | could see
my team!... | reached the tangled mess of dogs
and started working my
to the right of the trail necklines double looped
around treesé 10 mal es
way. Then | carefully went over each dog. NOT
ONE INJURY!!! [ felt like some higher power
was playing a funny joke on me then felt bad
and let me be. (Read the rest of his account at

this link.)

Danny Seavey recount s,
before dawn. Much to my surprise, the trail
was perfect. There was snow, markers, no
wind, and the dogs loved it. The big rest had
worked wonders, and every dog was running
perfectly. A sense of relief came over me. For
the first time in the race, | knew | was going to
make it. | still had both Dodge and Ditka, we
only had 160 miles to go, and were moving
well. About that time the sun came up, with
little rainbows on either side. A sundog. It was
the first run since Yentna that | was able to truly
enjoy, and not worry about making it, or
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miles into Elim are uphill on a road, and | was
still standing on the brakes to hold 8.9mph. My
strategy had worked, we were going to be fine,
j ust one
story at this link.)

Rookie musher from Norway, Yvonne Dabakk
s h ar & stgod with both feet on the brake
down Rygntesieet D maf that i neally sowed Hsj s
down. They were running like crazy towards
the finish line, tails wagging as we got in. |
snacked them and they were all eating as if |
hadnodt been feeding

Anchorage. It was so good to see Kenneth! Also

Redph. i tusle, f Roger, Espem akark sSkogen

mo m) ,

(Li sbet hos
Rase t Marshallp
Mark Nordman, &
head vet Stull§
Nelson and so
many more that |
am probably
forgetting were
tBere eftto
congratulate.

Many faces of = /
volunteers  and Ro o)
vets that | had = Dl* A

seen on the trail. | was so proud of our team,
unbelievable what these 11 amazing dogs had
accomplished. Interviews were given, the sled
checked and | formally got to sign into Nome &
thereby finishing the race as a rookie and
moving on to
possible to describe the feeling of crossing the
finish line. Neither do | think | understood that

mo r e(Readahy rest obhis g o0 .

t hen

veteran st

keeping the team together. The last several (Continued on page 4)
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http://iditarod.com/ice-rock-and-wind-my-recount-of-the-2014-iditarod-by-christian-turner/
http://iditarod.com/ice-rock-and-wind-my-recount-of-the-2014-iditarod-by-christian-turner/
http://iditarod.com/there-are-no-words-by-danny-seavey/
http://iditarod.com/there-are-no-words-by-danny-seavey/

Mother Nature Trumps All or The Last Great & Toughest Race

By Terrie Hanke

|l ditarod 42 wil/ be remembered for a very | ong
banks, the race where Mother Nature threw every curve ball she could, the race that makes all

the syndicated survivor shows look like a Sunday walk in the park and the race where the finish
couldndt have been scripted by the most i magin
out..

Martin Buser at his traditional post race meet and
greet at the McClain Library in Nome even sug-
gested that those who participated in the 2014 race
should all participate in counseling for post -
traumatic stress syndrome. The best counselors for
PTSD are those whodve ex
have come to terms with it. Martin pointed out the
mushers of the 2014 race are in a bind when it
comes to finding a qual.
never been a race like this one. Could they turn to
Libby Riddles with her storm run in 1985? Could
they turn to Rick Swenson who in the 1991 race
managed to forge ahead in fierce weather and
claim his fifth Iditarod victory while Susan

Butcher, Joe Runyan and Tim Osmar, all ahead of Swenson, returned to White Mountain? Both
would be good choices as theydod |isten with em
of the cards Mother Nature dealt in the Dalzell Gorge, the Buffalo Tunnels and along the coast.

Would they really understand, had they been through the same intensity of treacherous techni-

cal trail and brutal weather in their runs to Nome? You have a point here Martin, who would

facilitate those counseling sessions? Both Swenson and Riddles were on the welcoming end in
Nome this year and looked quite happy in that role, definitely not appearing to be longing for

the fierce storms on the coast or treacherous trail in the interior.

DeeDee Jonrowe once said, o0The difference betw
earsdi t 6s what you make of it. The guynnemusheisng t
of Iditarod 42 seems to have put that advice from DeeDee to use as he offered his thoughts about

The Last Great & Toughest Race. Leaning on the snow fence adjacent to the burled arch in

Nome, Matt Failor said that he was very happy to have had the opportunity to run in the 2014

Iditarod and to experience the race that would long be remembered and talked about as not just

the toughest race in recent history but the toughest Iditarod of all time.

(Continued on page 5)



par ka? I
purchased

Failor finished in 15t place, very admirable for a fellow

who ran his own dogs for the first time in Iditarod.

Fail or, whods run Buser teams
is also a Yukon Quest Veteran. As Matt welcomed his

peers to the burled arch on Front Street, one could

sense his feeling of accomplishment, his feeling or awe

as well as his deep respect for Mother Nature and his

fellow competitors. Failor has recently established his

own kennel, 17t Dog. He has lofty goals that begin

with a breeding program to create championship cali-

| ber Alaskan Huskies.

Exactly what color blue is his

was hoping hedd r e
it but he said he
name but really liked the blue. | think we landed on

calling it electric blue.

Take a cl oser | ookt aohgwkihaRichieoDiedlsn 14 h and Véate Marrs in1L&Gh
to see some remarkable improvements over their previous runs. Richie Diehl received the honor
of Most Improved Musher moving up from 36 t place in 2013, improving his finish time by
roughly 30 hours. Failor improved his 28t place finish in 2013 by twenty-one hours. Marrs cut
twenty -four hours off his 2013 finish time as well as 16 places. Had Diehl, Failor and Marrs fin-
ished with their 2013 median run time of 10 days, 17 hours and 5 minutes in 2014, the threesome
would have found themselves along side Allen Moore at 27 t place for Iditarod 42.

Calling the trail hard and fast in 2014 was a bit of an understatement. Consider the personal best
times set by Diehl, Failor and Marrs. Also consider the record set in 2002 by Martin Buser when
he made the burled arch in 8 days, 22 hours and 46 minutes. How much more of that 9h day could

mushers shave off?

In 2011, John Baker, set a new best time record that seemed
pretty durable & 8 days, 18 hours and 46 minutes. Durable
until March of 2014 when Dallas Seavey, the youngest per-
son to ever win Iditarod became a grand champion with a
time of 8 days, 13 hours and 4 minutes. The top ten mush-
ers to make the burled arch in Iditarod 42 all bested Mitch
Seaveyds 2013 winning ti me
utes. The top three, Dallas Seavey, Aliy Zirkle and Mitch
Seavey all arrived ahead of
Add the next two finishers to the list, Joar Leifseth Ulsom
and Sonny Lindner, and there were five who completed the
2014 race in |l ess than Buse
still remains, how much more of the 9t day can the mush-
ers shave off and who will receive the credit 8 Mother Na-
ture for the trail, the musher for strategy or the dogs for

speed and agility? Doubt that youodll |l ose any
ting that Dallasd record wi.l stand for a |l ong t
it is broken it wondt be by | arge chunk of tin

Continued on page 6 5



It wasndot just the front of
cord time. Marcelle Fressineau set a new fastest Red Lan-
tern time, making Nome in 13 days, 4 hours and 42 min-
utes. To be exact, she holds the new record by twentyfour
minutes. Swiss born Fressineau who now lives near White-
horse came into Nome looking a whole lot better than the
previous record holder, Celeste Davis. Davis, a nurse from
Montana, running her rookie Iditarod in 2010, looked per-
fectly fine at Skwentna. Ditto for Finger Lake, Puntilla
Lake, Rainy Pass Summit and most of the way to Rohn. But
while running down the Dalzell Gorge, her sled flipped.
Being drug along the trail with her face pretty close to the
ground, Celeste held on hoping to stop the team and right
the sled but before that could happen, a stump caught her
right between the eyes. Judging from the blood and pain,
Celeste knew her nose was broken. The full effect of her
injury, purple and red masked eyes and swelling, was stun-
ningly apparent in McGrath. By the time she reached
Nome, the swelling had diminished a bit and the color
around her eyes was changing from purple and red to yel-
low and green. Looking somewhat the worse for wear,
Celeste extinguished the wi
Red Lantern in Nome setting a new record for the final fin-
isher of 13 days, 5 hours and 6 minutes. David Straub had
held that record since 2002 with a time of 14 days, 5 hours
and 38 minutes. Cel esteds
sounds very much like stories told by some of the Iditarod
42 mushers.

As mushers took their 24-hour layover in McGrath they
seemed to have recovered sufficiently from the trauma of
the Dalzell Gorge and the Buffalo Tunnels and were willing
to talk about how they managed to navigate those portions
of the trail. Danny Seave
team said he put Ditka 1in
particularly fast or fond of ice. Knowing better than to run
Ditka over, the rest of the team followed his pace. Even
with Ditka in | ead, Seaveyods

rocky gorge sounded pretty dicey. Dannyds
found at Iditarod.com under Exclusive Race Coverage. Jason Mackey simply cut his dog power
down. The guy knew his dogs well enough to release the dogs that would come back when
called and let them free-run the trail. Next step, remove tug lines except for the leaders and cut
power of the dogs left on the line by running with necklines only. Rookie, Lisbet Norris, had a
specially designed drag pad with seventeen spikes that a friend had created specifically for her
to use on the icy trail in the gorge.

(continue on page 7)
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Lisbet had many words of praise for her leader Ruby as
well as the drag pad and the friend who was the savvy in-
ventor. Marcelle Fressineau had a strategy that would
have served Celeste Davis well back in 2010. When
Fressineau wanted her team to stop she simply laid the sled
on its side and called whoa. Whoa is a part of every
musher s vocabulary but it o
tens for and executes the command especially when they
are having the time of their life charging down hill. Clearly
innovation was the one strategy that served everyone well.

Yes, the weather, the trail, and luck - both good and bad
filled Iditarod 2014 with drama unequalled in recent
memory and perhaps unequalled in all of Iditarod history.

It was a race where Mother Nature called the shots and
she herself played every trump card. Craig Medrid in
Graveyard of Dreams, sums up The Last Great and

Toughest Race saying, ol di
feeling different than t hei
grandest, craziest thing theydoll ever do

all you do!

Thanks
Volunteers!
( We appreciate

o =



A G- R- E- AOT RACE
By Stu Nelson, Chief Vet

Iditarod 2014 was a great race! Certainly, there were trail and weather |
challenges, ultimately leading to a very exciting finish. The severe storm
that struck the coast created some unexpected surprises, especially for
Dallas Seavey, when he was informed that he had won, rather than
placing third as he had initially thought! Congratulations to Dallas for
another win!

We commonly use certain adjectives with generally accepted meanings

to describe |ifeds experiences.
be diminished. To be more specific, Iditarod 2014 was a G-R-E-A-T r 2
race, and 18d |like to take this opp  we 3

means to me.

0G6 represent sWiGdhmairtostihtey.generosity of our sponsor
hereéperiod! The needs of the veterinary program

testing as part of the pre-race screening of each dog preparing to enter the race, microchip identification
of the dogs, air and land transportation of personnel and dogs, lodging of the staff, communications ser-
vices and veterinary pharmaceuticals and supplies . Thank you for what you do for the race!

OR6 st ands fManmyth6usands bf moatine examinations were performed by my staff of volun-
teer veterinarians during the course of the race. A total staff of fifty -five veterinarians and twelve veteri-
nary technicians volunteered for 2014. Of this number, the majority (forty -three) served as trail veteri-
narians, who were responsible for those routine evaluations. Many long hours, day and night, are spent
in performing their roles. The IOFC annually selects one or perhaps two veterinarians to receive the
Golden Stethoscope Award as recognition for their assistance to the mushers and the dogs during the
race. For 2014, the entire team of the trail veterinarians was recognized for what they had accomplished!
| am also very appreciative of my entire staff. Thank you for your dedication!

OE6 means Bxacgmlp| tkemmushers demonstrated excellent care of their canine athletes. Ulti-
mately, the well -being of the dogs is vital to a successful race and the sport of mushing. The Alaska Air-
lines Leonhard Seppala Humanitarian Award can be given only to one musher, but many were deserving
and worthy of that recognition. Congratulations to Martin Buser for receiving this important award, and
thanks to the many other mushers who worked so hard on behalf of their sled dogs!

0AG6 i s fFw this tdbelsuch an outstanding race, all of the many volunteers performing their roles
were essential for a successful outcome. With a total of approximately two-thousand volunteers, the Idi-
tarod is dependent on their commitment. In addition to the veterinarians and veterinary technicians,
those who worked as checkers, dog handlers, pilots, logistics and communications personnel, cooks, secu-
rity staff and phone room volunteers, each had important functions. Thank you for all that you were
able to accomplish!

(Continued p. 9)
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0T 6 tr ans| atMushers, eeterinaiansiand the many other volunteers worked together
as a team on behalf of the dogs. Everyone had to focus on doing their very best in whatever
role they had in Iditarod 2014. Ultimately, it is imperative that all perform as a unit in order to
attain the best possible outcome. Thanks to everyone that made this a successful team effort in
bringing all of the dogs home safely! Yes, Iditarod 2014 is over, but | trust that you can appreci-
ate what a truly GREAT race this was!

Dog Care is Priority 1

The Iditarod Trail Committee (ITC) takes great pride in its role of providing excellence in dog care, not only during
the race, but through an extensive program ofrace vet-erinary screen-ind.he result of these efforts is a level of
screening and health care that an overwhelming majority of the human population will never exp&amrsidér the
following:

1 Within 30 days of the race start, each dog receives an ECG evaluation to check for heart abnormaliies.
junction with this, pre ace bl ood tests (CBC6s [/ AlGbge mistshave § miGtachipe | s
implant at this time.

9 A complete praace physical examination is performed on each dog by a licensed veterinarian within 14 days o
the race startVaccinations must be current.

9 All dogs are required to be dewormed within 10 days of the race start, using medication provided through the ITC

1 Before entering the Iditarod, a musher must complete approved qualifying eeesrally, it takes a minimum of

two years to prepare for the experience as it simply is not possible for someone to participate in the Iditarod witho
having made a substantial investment of time and effort in coming to understand the intricacies optop&rtp
manage and care for their dogh other words, mushers possess real life experience in providing the proper
care (nutrition, hydration, rest, etc.) for their teams.

1 In addition to the high standard of care provided by the mushers themselves, more than forty licensed veterinari
volunteer their time on the trail to perform routine evaluations and administer any necessary treddomémgsthe

race, well over 10,000 routine checkpoint veterinary examinations take place.

f Dog Team Diaries, al so referred tMushersprédsanethem ® a veters-, 0
narian at each checkpoint, with the purpose of serving as a written medical record for every dog in ffiecsaaee
important communication tools.

A dog may be Adroppedo f r oDroppdd dogsaeeenenitdred contiauousla by the ety ¢
erinary staff, including routine revaluations after their return to Anchorageny dog needing follow up veterinary

care (very few of those that are dropped from teams do) is transported to an appropriate facility before being release
from the ITC veterinary staffYiew theDROPPED DOG MANUAL.

T Al mushers competing in the I ditarod are members
mati on on a Do gviemberghip inithis mmgyanigatian is ot limited to mushers, as veterinarians and
other interested individuals can also joifihose familiar with sled dogs will appreciate the guidelines established by
P.R.I.D.E. as being sound advice for the care of this special breed of dog.

1 The International Sled Dog Veterinary Medi-cal Association (1.S.D.V.M.A.) publigies Musher and Vet-
erinary Hand-booka highly regarded resource that provides important informatiomigshers and veterinarians

an organization consisting primarily of medical professionals with an interest in and/or experience in working witt
sled dogs, the 1.5.D.V.M.A. actively promotes and encourages their welfare and dédety members of the organi-
zation have served as trail veterinarians during the Iditarod itself.

i The 1.S.D.V.M.A. also supports and encourages scientific research to further a better understanding of the raci
sled dog.

9 As in other high profile athletic events, random drug testing is condudtieithe samples are collected at the start,
finish and throughout the race.

Race policies and rules are written with the greatest empha-sis on the proper care and treat-ment of the
dogs. Any musher found guilty of in-humane treat-ment would be disqualified and banned from competition in
future Iditarods .


http://d3r6t1k4mqz5i.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/DROPPED-DOG-MANUAL-2014-1.pdf

Calendar of Events

Sunday, May 18, 2014

Celebration of Life

Joe Delia

Iditarod Headquarters
2100 Knik Goose Bay Road
Wasilla on May 18

1:30° 5:00 p.m.

Friday, May 30, 2014

ITC Board Meeting
9:00 a.m.

Saturday, June 2H 30

Summer Camp for Educators

Learn more! Register by 5/30

Saturday, June 28, 2014

Volunteer Picnic and 2015

Musher Sign Up (Starts 9:00 a.m.)

Noonfi 3:00 p.m.

Annual ITC Meeting (10:00 a.m.)
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Iditarod Membership - Join or Renew

Be a member of the Iditarod Trail Committee

For more than 30 years, the Ilditarod Trail Committee has been
membership-based. If you are not a member now, please con-

sider joining. Iditarod has continued in large part due to the

support of the members, volunteers, and sponsors. Be a yearly

financial partner in this exciting event by becoming a member

of 0The Last Great Race on Eartho.

Members receive a pin or patch, depending on the level of
membership, a 10% discount on Iditarod merchandise, a copy
of the current race DVD.

Pride in being a member of the Iditarod Trail Committee goes
far beyond the monetary value of a membership level. ITC
members are a part of one of the most prestigious and exciting
sporting events in the world. Every year as each team leaves
the start line in Anchorage and strives to reach Nome, you will
know you have helped to make dreams come true by being
and individual who is supporting the Last Great Race on Earth
by being a member of the Iditarod Trail Committee.

K*kkkkkkkkk

*ITC Membership is NOT the same thing is being an Iditarod
Insider subscriber for our video and/or GPS productions. A
subscription provides you with video and/or GPS Tracking of
our race during the race. Learn more at this link.

Thank you to our sponsors!

{.;”Lm R DONLIN - g conMobil

In Alaska @D Since 1963
ANCHORAGE

CHRYSLER * DODGE ° JEEP * RAM

We are proud to collaborate with a large group of corporations who have sponsored us year after year.

A big thank you to our four principal partners and all our sponsors who make the Iditarod possible. For a

complete list, please visit us at: http://iditarod.com/race/sponsors/



http://iditarod.com/race/sponsors/
http://iditarod.com/teacher/2013-summer-camp-for-teachers/
http://iditarod.com/insider-packages/

2014 Finishers!

Position / Musher
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Dallas Seavey

Aliy Zirkle

Mitch Seavey

Joar Leifseth Ulsom
Sonny Lindner
Martin Buser
Jessie Royer

Ray Redington Jr
Hans Gatt

Aaron Burmeister
Michael Williams, Jr.
Ken Anderson
Peter Kaiser

_Richie Diehl

Matt Failor

Wade Marrs

Nathan Schroeder (r)
Abbie West (r)

John Baker

Michelle Phillips
Robert Sorlie

Ralph Johannessen (r)
Curt Perano

Cim Smyth

Paige Drobny

Rick Casillo

Allen Moore

Paul Gebhardt

Mats Pettersson (r)
Kristy Berington

Dan Kaduce
Katherine Keith (r)
Justin Savidis

Jason Mackey
Danny Seavey

Karin Hendrickson
Travis Beals
Christian Turner (r)
Anna Berington

Mike Ellis

Charley Bejna (r)
Robert Bundtzen
Newton Marshall
Tommy Jordbrudal (r)
Yvonne Dabakk (r)
Alex Buetow (r)
Monica Zappa (r)
Lisbet Norris (r)
Marcelle Fressineau (r)

2014 Awards

PenAir Spirit of Alaska

First to McGrath 6 Sonny Lindner

GCI Dorothy G. Page Halfway

First to Cripple 8 Aaron Burmeister

Millennium Alaskan Hotel First Musher

to the Yukon - Jeff King

Bristol Bay Native Corporation Fish First

First to Galena d Aliy Zirkle

Wells Fargo Gold Coast Award

First to Unalakleet 0 Aliy Zirkle

Jerry Austin Rookie of the Year

First Rookie to Finish 8 Nathan Schroeder d
17th in 9 days, 17 hours & 58 Minutes

Nome Kennel Club Fastest Time Safety to Nome

Jessie Royer & Ray Redington Jr. (2:24)

Horizon Lines Most Improved Musher

Sportsmanship Award o Mike Williams, Jr.

and aid fellow mushers

ExxonMobi

Musher &s

Aaron Burmeister

For being in the right place at the right time to help

ing because he had a good dog team and they
deserved to finish the race.

Northern Air Cargo Herbie Nayokpuk Award

Newton Marshall

Newton was instrumental in giving aid to Scott

Janssen who broke his ankle.
(Continued page 9)

0

Richie Diehl & Improved by 22 places from last finish

Choi

Aaron injured his knee early in the race but kept go-

11
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http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/23-Dallas-Seavey/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/115-Aliy-Zirkle/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/92-Mitch-Seavey/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/395-Joar-Leifseth-Ulsom/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/122-Sonny-Lindner/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/96-Martin-Buser/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/45-Jessie-Royer/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/66-Ray-Redington-Jr/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/133-Hans-Gatt/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/53-Aaron-Burmeister/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/351-Michael-Williams-Jr/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/44-Ken-Anderson/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/359-Peter-Kaiser/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/404-Richie-Diehl/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/389-Matt-Failor/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/328-Wade-Marrs/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/980-Nathan-Schroeder/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/990-Abbie-West/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/86-John-Baker/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/344-Michelle-Phillips/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/130-Robert-Sorlie/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/987-Ralph-Johannessen/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/391-Curt-Perano/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/49-Cim-Smyth/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/400-Paige-Drobny/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/101-Rick-Casillo/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/275-Allen-Moore/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/52-Paul-Gebhardt/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/978-Mats-Pettersson/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/347-Kristy-Berington/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/361-Dan-Kaduce/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/989-Katherine-Keith/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/339-Justin-Savidis/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/80-Jason-Mackey/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/956-Danny-Seavey/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/315-Karin-Hendrickson/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/394-Travis-Beals/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/984-Christian-Turner/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/382-Anna-Berington/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/397-Mike-Ellis/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/399-Charley-Bejna/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/69-Robert-Bundtzen/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/336-Newton-Marshall/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/975-Tommy-Jordbrudal/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/976-Yvonne-Dabakk/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/991-Alex-Buetow/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/983-Monica-Zappa/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/985-Lisbet-Norris/
http://iditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/981-Marcelle-Fressineau/
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Awards Continued

Golden Clipboard Award 8 Galena Checkpoint
After severe flooding this spring, Galena was able
to pull together as a community to overcome the
devastation.

Golden Stethoscope Award
Dr. Stu Nelson and the entire veterinarian team

Leonhard Seppala Humanitarian Award Martin

Buser for outstanding dog care Stuart Nelson, Jr.. DVM

on the trail Chief Veterinarian
City of Nome Lolly Medley Golden Harness 2014 Jr. Iditarod Finishers
Beatl e, Dall as Seaveyds Lead Dog

Place/Musher
Wells Fargo Red Lantern

(symbol of perseverance)
Marcelle Fressineaud 13 days, 4 hoursand 42 1St Conway Seavey

minutes (new record by 24 minutes) 2nd Benjamin Harper
3rd Kevin Harper (r)

Scratched Mushers: Jeff King, Hugh 4th Jimmy Lanier
Neff, Kelly Maixner, Elliot Anderson, 5th Andrew Nolan (I‘)
Nicolas Petit, Ramey Smyth, John 6th Jannelle Trowbridge (I‘)
Dixon, DeeDee Jonrowe, Jake Berko- 7th Ashley Guernsey (I’)
witz, Scott Janssen, Gus guenther, 8th bshua KIejka
Mike Santos, Linwood Fiedler, Lev oth Nicole Forto (I‘)

Shvarts, Cindy Abbott, Ellen
Halverson, Jim Lanier, Jan Steves, and

. Visit the Jr. Iditarod Website to view the
Cindy Gallea.

finishing times and learn more about the

Withdrawn: Karen Ramstead
2014 race.

IDITARIDER The IditaRider Auction Site

I is a year round auction site

“’d-ml offering collectables and memorabilia

EXPERIENCE monthly.

www.iditarod.com

www.iditarod.com/auctions



http://jriditarod.com/
http://jriditarod.com/
http://jriditarod.com/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/245-Conway-Seavey/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/249-Benjamin-Harper/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/484-Kevin-Harper/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/257-Jimmy-Lanier/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/487-Andrew-Nolan/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/486-Jannelle-Trowbridge/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/483-Ashley-Guernsey/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/262-Joshua-Klejka/
http://jriditarod.com/race/2014/mushers/482-Nicole-Forto/

2014 Jr. Iditarod Race Summary

by Terrie Hanke

Conway Seavey is the Champion of the 2014 Junior Il ditarec
| ast Juni or Il ditarod. Heds now earned ol d t
received a $6,000 scholarship from race sponsor Lynden, a fur hat provided by Artic Fur
& Leather, as well as a sled filled with an immense amount of musher gear and equip-
ment. Bernie Willis constructed the sled, provided by Wells Fargo. Conway praised
Richard Plack for the excellent trail and the entire Junior Iditarod Board of Directors for
their work in provided an exceptional mid -distance competitive mushing experience.
He thanked all the volunteers and especially noted the many dedicated volunteers
who return year after year.

The Junior Iditarod Board of Directors awarded the Honorary Musher position, bib #1,
to five anonymous retired Wells Fargo Bankers who came to the aid of the Junior  Idi-
tarod eleven years ago when financial times were tough and provided prizes and schol-
arships for the Juniors.

Master of Ceremonies at the Jr. Iditarod Banquet, Bob Brandt from Lynden emphasized
the roll of mentors in the success of these junior mushers and the roll these juniors will
play in the future as mentors to other young mushers. Over time, the young people

seated at the head table will undoubtedly be sharing their knowledge of the sport of mushing and dog care with
those who are less experienced.

The thrill is not in victory but in the courage to join the race! Nowhere could

this be more evident than at the Junior Iditarod banquet. These young mushers
dreamed one day of running dogs. Later they dreamed of camping with their
dogs. Even later these juniors dreamed of racing. They DARED to dream and
they persevered to accomplish their dream.

Mike Williams of Akiak, Alaska and fifteen -year Iditarod veteran spoke to the
teens. Williams told the teens they were all winners and they would grow
from their experiences of mushing. Events like the Junior Iditarod would be
the stepping-stones for their future. Williams promotes the importance of edu-
cation. He also runs for sobriety.

Congratulations to the 2014 Junior Iditarod contestants o all winners, all mentors, and all worthy of being roll
models for those who are getting started in the sport of mushing.

A, IDITAROD
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Order the
www.iditarod.com | 2014 Race DVD

Open A" Year and other merchandise

VASIE from our
dltaro | Trail online store:
Sled Dog Race Headquarters, www.iditarodstore.com/index.htm

Gift Shop, Museum Items & Visitor Information

907-376-5155 x 108
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Herbie Nayokpuk Spirit of Iditarod
Award Recepeint- Greg Bill

We Are Grateful for Your Dedication and Service to Iditarod

Greg Bill will retire at the end of June this year
after 42 years of service to the Iditarod Trail Sled
Dog Race. In 1973, he volunteered working
crowd control at the start of the race at Tudor
Track, now Tozier Track, in Anchorage. At the
time he worked for the A.L. French Company in
Anchorage and was able to schedule a business
trip to Nome to coincide with the finish of the
Iditarod, but it took the mushers so long to get
here that year that he had to go back to
Anchorage before the finish.

Greg continued his volunteering with the

|l ditarod through the 7
working at the start, re -start, rounding up
donations of food products for the Nome
banquet and assisting with the sale of the
honorary musher plaques, always staying in the
background.

Greg became a member of the Fur Rendezvous
Board of Director in 1976 and president in 1982.
He always wanted to be more involved with the
Iditarod and the Iditarod Board but his
responsibilities with Fur Rendezvous prohibited
that.

Greg arranged the fund raiser around a painting
by famous Alaskan artist, Fred Machentanz,
Reaching the Pass. That fund raiser provided a
much needed shot in the arm for the Trust Fund
raising over $200,000. Since then, other fund

In 1983, Greg was appointed to the Iditarod raising prints followed.

Board of Directors and in 1984, he was named
Executive Director, a position he held for the
next two years. One of his first projects as
Executive Director was arranging for the first
Iditarod print fund raiser. The Iditarod Trust
Fund had been established in 1976 to support
the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race by creating
funding that would grow in perpetuity to

provide funds for the Iditarod as needed.
Because that fund still had not grown as hoped,

In 1987, Greg was appointed Development
Director, a position he has held for 27 years. He
is responsible for many of the current partners
being part of the Iditarod family of race
supporters. Additionally, in 1996, Greg started
the fund raising raffle that included Dodge
trucks as prizes. That raffle has increased from
one raffle a year giving away three trucks to a

(continued page 17)
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Herbie Nayokpuk Spirit of Iditarod
Award Recipient Colleen Easley

We Are Grateful for Your Dedication and Service to Iditarod

After 20 years of being an Iditarod volunteer,
one of our supervisors is calling it quits to move
on to other things. We are grateful for all that
she has done over the years. Thanks, Colleen!

Colleen Easley was a tour guide for GrayLine

when she learned about volunteer opportunities

with the Iditarod Race from a fellow tour

director who lived in Anchorage. She was
intrigued so she showed up in 1995 at racetime
at the Millennium. Once it was learned that she
had computer skills, she was assigned to the
O0FAX roomo wher e t he

Macintosh computers) resided for the purposes
of sending hundreds of reports daily to

members of the media and fans who were
paying for the FAX service.

She worked in the computer room and in other
areas for the next several years and in 1999 ,
because of her good computer skills and
technical knowledge, she was drafted as the
supervisor in that room, a position she has held
the last 16 years. One year she was even called
on at the last minute
She jumped in to that unfamiliar territory and
successfully produced hundreds of badges that
year.

In 2001, when we needed a new program to
record the race stats, Colleen worked closely
with Ron Mohr, a computer programmer, to
produce the kind of program that Iditarod
needed. She and Ron worked together for the
next 15 vyears, continually changing and
improving the program. She also worked

closely with the current web developers, Elevator
10, to make the program that was used this year what
Iditarod needed.

Colleen is the ultimate volunteer. Her home is Olympia,
Washington. Every March for the last 20 years, she has
left her home and family to come to Anchorage to spend a
month with the Iditarod. She has been a valuable asset to
this Race and she will be missed. But we wish her the best
and she and Dale move on to do other things.

Race Stats is an important area for race volunteers.We & r
grateful for the significant impact Colleen has played in

making sure that race fans have been updated with the

musher®s progress during
and out times have been as precise as possible thanks to
Coll eends efforts and deter
correct. Managing the Race Stats room during the race is

Qﬁ/ﬁoﬁeﬁltﬂn. TIQaWs‘?‘dollger?!.é{ o} u(6 e gon

the 24/7 dedication and we again, thank you.
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Spirit of the Iditarod Award

Greg Bill é continued from

winter and summer raffle giving away a total of
six trucks a year and other prizes totaling
roughly $300,000 per year. In his years with
Iditarod he has raised about $45,000,000 for the
Race.

Greg has been to Nome for all but three of the

42 Iditarod finishes, his main responsibility at

the finish being managing the displays of the
sponsords banner s. Greg ¢
Street in the most miserable weather trying to

keep the banners from being damaged.

17

Gregds wife says that it t h
beginning that Iditarod came first with Greg.
She says he has done it a | Greg Bill ai the 2014 ReStarto f tlhe
dogso. A more dedicated, l oy al and passionatjie
Iditarod Race volunteer, employee and fan
cannot be found. He will be missed. From Our Historical Archives
Honoring 1 ditarod?os:s
From Our Historical Archives
Honoring |l ditarod 3‘550mFI‘?”s‘9t By sa’do as | guo
Howard Farley told usé ditarod Tra rRace Annual
fhe back are /mportanf i f
\r st

AThe first 2O0wayaverks prbglesst ar'b% coul dndt have any |fi
all the time, but as time has moved on, the lditarod

has become everything we dreamed it would be, a
world class event that all Alaskans can be proud of! /
will never forget the day | finished the first race!
Tom Busch was trying to interview me and my
friends were carrying me on their shoulders. The
love of my life, Julie, was trying to hug me and the
crowd pulled me away. Then Pam Randals whis-
pered in my ear that | was not over the finish line
so we moved the whole crowd a few feet and | got
20th by 19 seconds. O




2014 1 ditarod Teacher on

Homewor k: OWrite an article to sum up your expe.l

By Jen Reiter to talk to the mushers, to visit the schools, to
share meals with the volunteers, to fly with the

| am honestly not sure that a one sentence email pilots, to experience Alaska, to be there was

has ever sent me reeling as much as this one has. . . ~
Y mesmeri zing. |l t6s what |
That one sentence directive has a lot of power :
and so very much more. To experience the

packed in to ité it means that
my time is al mog - g'elationships & dog and musher,
going to force me to put onto / musher and vet, volunteers and

paper things th villagers, students and teachersd

having a hard time sharing with it6s the people an

people. Preparing for and they share that ma
embarking on this journey has the tie to the history and culture of

been my focus for two solid a people, the tie to the history of a

years and has changed me in trail, the urge to challenge oneself
and see what we are really capable

ways | probably -
begun to i magin nogqi t6s all of that
summed it up ye mor e. |l tds ®©he r a

whether it be the faces of mushers
coming in to a checkpoint from the

forming in my head and

tumbling out piece meal. A day
hasnét gone by Gorge or the sounds of the

question from my students dropped dogs howling for their

doesndt get me on an Iditarod T%&MS &Mt oF yf &laMmeredh
for half a class peri od.nssopundertheachdp L 855 ugafe €[y
where there isndt a dog $%8dthughilsngywhatiwas db g 110
dr eams. A week hasnét ¢dMUehmore thapeverimagingdy p o ¢

on Skype with a school somewhere rehashing OSum up your experiences.
the raceds end and how iltt fdelets ntda watmeh t ®almea sas
Seavey find out he won the race or how it felt to me as a series of snapshots, each with its own

watch Nathan and Monica finally reach the story. ..

Burled Arch and earn their belt buckles. How

. _ 1 The Harper brothers at the halfway point for
do you sum that up in one article?

the Junior Iditarod sitting together and
Everyone who asks me how it was gets the same sharing trail stories while resting their teams.

answer, oAmazing.o And ﬂt I]—:Iytljné therﬁueetrai‘fr%rln \ﬂlhite I\}Ionn?altn to

word doesndt begin to cover 'é" | OV e ta?aght
_ ome and seeing mushers on the tral.
the Iditarod for so long and | thought | knew. |

honestly thought | knew what it was all about. 1 Talking to_ teac.her.s in Ga_lena about the
But | didnét. To actuall “}hanﬁ_eé'”W‘-ﬂré“'rla%eS'Bcﬁtheiﬂﬂoéia”fjr ail
to actually see the race happen, to hear the dogs, (Continued p.30) 18
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Devel opment Director, Greg Bil
OA Wonderf ul Li fedo by Gre
After al most 42 years of |d Life
time for me to say farewell. | have so many fond memo-
ries of the people that | have met, that it would be impos-
sible to I'ist them all. | 6 vl ortun
ing relationships with Sponsors, Board members, Volun- -
teers, and Staff, that comb t o0On
Rided. | dondt regret any oy t hat

going to miss it when | retire later this year. It definitely
was not planned in advance, and it was not an easy deci-
sion for me to make, but after having cancer surgery this
past October, | realized that my future is not entirely in
my hands, and | want to spend more time with my family
and do some traveling while | still have the opportunity.

I 61 1 never forget the day t
tive Director. It was during an Iditarod Board meeting on
April 1 st; 1984, and one of the first marching orders the
Board of Directors gave to me that day was to double the
prize purse for the upcoming 1985 Race. | knew it was not
an April Fool 6s joke, and |
and was pleased to fulfill their wishes while still keeping Iditarod in the black. The stage was now
set for more prize purse increases throughout the following years, and undoubtedly for many years
to come. In 1986 | moved to the position of Development Director, raising more than $45,000,000 in
Sponsorship revenue to support the Race, and working with our Sponsor is what | will miss the
most.

In 1984 you had to wear many hats, because outside of my position as Executive Director, there was
one other full time employee and that job was shared by Jean Clark and Cheryl Sutherland, and one
part time employee, Joanne Potts. We faced many challenges, but the rewards were just as great,
and we all bonded as an extremely focused team, and that type of teamwork prevailed during those

|l ean years of Il ditarod. |l 6d be remiss i f | didno
port during the past 30 years. I f Joanne had a d
ute, 6 she could have retired a millionaire. And
professionalism these past 20 years. |l ve enjoye
| have identified some of the best OFeel Goodo n
ment. They represent a reflection of my love for the Race, the people, the dogs, and first and fore-

most, the oOFather of the I ditarod, é Joe Redingto

My tenure with Iditarod started way back in 1973 as a volunteer for the first Race and | continued

(Continued on page 20)
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volunteering, selling raffle tickets, business memberships, and whatever else was needed, until
being hired as staff in 1984. | also served two years as vice president of the Board from 1982 to
1984. Then in 1986 | was appointed to the Iditarod National Historic Trail Board as the Iditarod
representative, replacing Susan Butcher who wanted to step down to devote more time to her
racing career. | have served on that Board continuously to the present day. Quite honestly |
still consider myself an I ditarod volunteer
descriptiondé to get the job done.

My proudest achievement of the following OFee

chetanz Iditarod print fundraiser in 1984. One of my first sponsor calls as the new Executive
Director was to see Dick Angell of Bank of t
Dick agreed to another year of sponsorship, he dropped a bombshell on me. He wanted me to

CLOSE the Trust Account since it had | ess t ha

effort to administer. Joe Redington, Sr. had set this account up to protect Iditarod from bank-

ruptcy should the Race ever fall on hard ti me
thing to save the Race. I told him that <cl osi

got him to agree to give me one year to put
raising print together, got all previous Iditarod champions to sign it, and even left a spot for

the 1985 champion to sign. The print sold out in three days and raised $210,000 for the Trust
Fund. This fulfilled Joeds dream and served

The other things that | accomplished donodt c
fond memories to me. Things like introducing the Garland of Roses presentation at the finish
line in 1985 instead of at the Awards Banquet. But then of course | had to come up with a fit-

ting Awards Stand for successive years, since

ing a balancing act on top of a truly Alaskan 55 gallon drum. Starting the tradition of using a

Native made Mukluk at the 0685 Mushers Banqgquet

hanging the Country flags of competing mushers next to the START/FINISH banner. Re-
searching and writing the first Media Guide in 1984, with much of it still in use today. Doing

the 10 year fundraising print by Charles Gause beginning in 1988, signed by famous mushers,
which raised close to $100,000 annually. Bringing back the Iditarod Raffle in 1990 after it was
abandoned in favor of Bingo. The Winter and Summer Raffles now gross $600,000 annually.
And, from a visitords perspective coming to
1987 to donate the redwood sign out front, and in 2012, getting Kim Raymond and Horizon
Lines to donate the bronze sculpture of Balto and monument base in front of ITC Headquar-
ters, representing the | oyalty and fortitude
been fortunate to be involved at 41 of the 42 Iditarod Starts, and 40 of the 42 Nome Finishes.
These, along with the bronze sculpture of Joe Redington, Sr. are fitting examples of welcoming

visitors to the Headquarters of 0The Last Gre

These are all very fond memories of mine, and

after all these years, but | realize that | must. However there is one last request that | would

|l i ke to ask of all of you, whether youdre an
ago when Joe Redington, Sr. was dying, | was able to meet with him one last time. Even as rav-
ished as he was, | could tell from the look on his face that he had something very pressing on

(Continued on page 21)
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his mind. He confided to me that he was wo
gone. | told him that he didndét have to wo
that cared about the Iditarod to ever let that happen. And I told him that as long as | was

around, | would never let that happen. That brought a look of relief to his face, and even one of
his famous crooked little smiles. | truly felt that Joe now knew that he could go in peace. My re-

guest to all of you is to continue to carrtr
never die.

At the Nome Banquet this year, the I ditaro
Nayokpuk Spirit of I ditarod Award. 6 | felt

the previous recipient of this award. Plus, Herbie and Elizabeth were very special friends of
mine, and Herbie epitomized the true spirit of an Alaskan Native musher, and was a true lcon
of the Iditarod. To receive this prestigious award was very humbling, and | will treasure it for-
ever.

To all of you, oO0Thanks for the memories. o
Greg BiIll

|l ditarod Fundraising Print faTlhe

Each print is numbered and signed by the 2014 Iditarod Champion, Dallas Seavey,
his Father, Mitch, and Grandfather, Dan, and the artist, James Havens.

$199 plus shipping/handling _ Visit our online store to support the Iditarod by purchasing
this limited edition print. (Only 1049 Prints)

Learn more about the print at this link:  http://iditarod.com/the  -spirit -of-iditarod -the-
image-the-artist-three-generations
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http://www.iditarodstore.com/browse.cfm/4,4212.htm
http://iditarod.com/the-spirit-of-iditarod-the-image-the-artist-three-generations/
http://iditarod.com/the-spirit-of-iditarod-the-image-the-artist-three-generations/

Wedod | i ke to thank everyone who p
chase helps our reach our financial goals to stage the Iditarod.

The winners of the 2014 Winter Raffle:

~

1 John Kruse, Taylorsville, UT f 2014 Dodge Ram 4x4 Quad Cab, you pick color & options,

or a similarly priced Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep or Ram vehicle

2 Dave Dye, Richfield Springs, NY i Cal dera Spas oO0OTarinod 5 paed

3 Bruno Zinno, Anchorage, AK fi 2014 SkiDoo Renegade Sport550F Snowmobile

4 Karen Zulkowski, Red Lodge, MT i Finnleo Far-Infrared 2 person Sauna

5 Robert McDowell, Nashville, TN - 1988 A/P Iditarod Collectors Print ,
"$ :HOFRPH SH \WWwSesdn Botgher & Libby Riddles

Barbara Wood, Fairbanks, AK i Roundtrip Airfare for 2 PenAir

Norman Wakeman, Willow, AK A 2014 Dodge Ram 4x4 Quad Cab (see #1)

Glenn Mellor, Eagle River, AK fi Set of 4 Cooper Tires, CustomWheels

David Wiewel, Talkeetna, AK fi Tohatsu 5hp Four Stroke Outboard Motor

10 Susan Shinkai, Senora, CAii 1989 A/P Iditarod Collectors Print "/HDGLQJ WK
signed by Nollner, Vaughn, Norris, Wilmarth, Lindner, Busby, & Swenson

11Les Okonek, Anchorage, AK i Five Day Motorhome Rental within Alaska

12 Theodore Taylor, Anchorage, AKii DeWalt Tool Collection

13Larry Adams, Charlotte, Ml i One Way Car Shipment-Tacoma, WA & Anchorage

14 Michelle Rutherford, Anchorage - 2014 Dodge Ram 4x4 Quad Cab (see #1)

15 Josh Sanderson, Anchorage- Honda EU1000iA2 Inverter Generator

16 Patricia Sikes, Wasilla, AKi #1 Official Race Bib signed by 2014 Champion Dallas Seavey

17 Tishe Link, Wasilla, AK i Spenard Builders Supply Shopping Spree

18 Johanne Harrap, Anchorage - Base Camp McKinley Tour for 2 w/Glacier Landing

19 Cy Sineath, Lilburn, GAfA John Deere HRG1 100 Generator

20 Eric Ambris, Anchorage - 2014 Dodge Ram 4x4 Quad Cab, you pick color & options, or a

similarly priced Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep or Ram vehicle

kkkkkkkkkkkkk

Our Summer Raffle begins in June. Watch for information at www.iditarod.com

©O© 00N O

Thanks to those who supplied our raffle iterAgichorage Chrysler Dodge Jeep RamThe

Waterworks, Alaska Mining & Diving Supply, PenAir, Diversified Tire, Storm Chasers Marine Services, In
ABC Motorhome Rentals, Home Depot, Horizon Lines, Talkeetna Air Taxi, Spenard Builders Supply, and
Craig Taylor Equipment Co. The ITC also donated items.
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