	Mystery on Alaska’s Iditarod Trail Book Unit

	Developed by:  Jennifer Reiter


	Discipline / Subject: Reading/Language Arts


	Topic: Mysteries


	Grade Level: 3-5


	Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs:

The Mystery on Alaska’s Iditarod Trail by Carole Marsh
Vocabulary Cards – words and definitions

Copies of the Elements of a Mystery chart and the suspects list on a chart or Smartboard

Something Queer is Going On by Elizabeth Levy or other short mystery


	Lesson Summary:

Students will explore the genre of mysteries while gaining knowledge about Alaska and the Iditarod.



	Standard’s Addressed: (Local, State, or National)

3rd Grade Foundational Reading Skills Standards:

· Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

· Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

3rd Grade Reading Standards for Literature

· Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

· Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

· Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.

	Learning Objectives:

· TLW identify the main characteristics of a mystery 

· TLW define vocabulary that typically appears in mysteries


	Assessment:

· The student’s work packets will be collected and graded at the end of the unit.


	Procedural Activities

Day One

Introduction to Mysteries

1. Ask the students “What is a mystery?”  List their responses on the white board.

2. Explain that a mystery is a genre where most of the stories are made up of the same story elements and often use the same vocabulary.

3. Review the vocabulary words with the students having them give examples or define the words in their own way. (alibi, clue, crime, detective, evidence, mystery, red herring, sleuth, suspect, victim, witness)
4. Go over the Elements of a Mystery chart with the students.  Ask them to identify which elements are true of ALL stories and which seem to be unique to the mystery genre.

5. Go over the Suspects List chart with the students.  

6. Explain that you are going to read a mystery aloud to the students and that you will be working together to try to solve the mystery.  You will stop and complete the Suspect List as new suspects are introduced into the book.

7. Read aloud a short mystery to the students.  I like to use Something Queer is Going On by Elizabeth Levy which is now out of print.  Any short mystery story will work.

8. While reading, stop to add, describe, and eliminate suspects on the chart.

9. Following the reading, return to the Elements of a Mystery chart and have the students check off the elements that were present in the read aloud.

Section One
Chapters 1-3, pages 1-22

1.  Distribute copies of the novel to the students.  Have them make some predictions based on the cover of the book.

2. Explain that Carole Marsh writes a series of books that called the “Real Kids Real Places” books.  They feature real kids which the author knows as the book’s characters.  Mystery on the Iditarod Trail is the eighth book in the series.  

3. Read the first chapter aloud to the students as they follow along.  Stop and discuss as needed.

4. Chapters two and three can be read with partners, as a class, or independently depending on the level of your students.

5. In chapter three, the characters go to Kenai Fjords National Park.  This park has a Junior Ranger badge associated with it!  You can download and print the packet from their website – http://www.nps.gov/kefj/index.htm .  I email them several weeks before beginning the unit and ask for permission to have my students complete the badge via snail mail, and they have been very positive in their response.  They have even mailed the actual booklets from the park for my students to use.  If you can’t get a response, the activities in the Junior Ranger Packet are still a great way for the students to learn about and explore the park.

Section Two
Chapters 4-6, pages 23-40

1. Review what has happened thus far in the novel.

2. Read chapter 4 as a class.

3. Explain to the students that every good detective keeps a case log and suspect list as they are investigating a mystery.  They will be doing the same thing.

4. Chapters 5 and 6 can be read with partners, as a class, or independently as you choose.

5. Have the students begin their case log and suspect list based on what they have read so far.

6. Have the students complete the following response question in several sentences:
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	Materials Students Need:

Student packet (included)

Kenai Fjords National Park Junior Ranger packet: http://www.nps.gov/kefj/forkids/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&PageID=324033
Popsicle sticks

Flat wooden toothpicks

Wood glue

Pipe cleaners



	Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning:

Students may need to refer to the Kenai Fjords National Park site for their Junior Ranger Badge:  http://www.nps.gov/kefj/index.htm


	Other Information:



	Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities
1. The reading of the novel could be done in a variety of methods to meet different needs – independently, partners, shared reading.

2. More support could be given for the writing activities, ie story starters, etc.




Additional Information

The student packet is very detailed in terms of directions because I left it for my substitute teacher while I was in Alaska for the Winter Teacher’s Conference.  The packet format isn’t really necessary for the unit, but it made a convenient way for the students to work semi- independently and an easy way for the assignment to be collected at the end.  I left out lined pages for the students to write their story and application paragraph on so that the teacher can provide paper that is appropriate for his or her students.  The application to be a character in Carole Marsh’s books can be found at:  http://www.gallopade.com/client/PDFs/CMMBC_Starter_Kit.pdf 
Elements of a Mystery

Characters:

Suspects:  characters who may have caused the problem or committed the crime

Detectives:  characters trying to solve the mystery

Witnesses:  characters who saw the crime being committed who may have clues or information

Setting:

The location where the mystery takes place

Plot:

The plot is the story of the mystery.  The story usually includes at least one of the following:

· A problem or puzzle that needs to be solved

· An event that cannot be explained

· Something that went missing

· A secret

· A crime that has been committed

· Suspense – the reader doesn’t know the solution while he is reading

Clues:

Hints that help the detective (and the reader!) solve the mystery.

Distractions:

Things that may lead the detective off track.  These are sometimes called “red herrings.”

Structure:

Beginning – learn about the problem and meet the characters

Middle – detectives work towards solving the mystery

Ending – the mystery is solved
Suspect List
	Suspect’s Name
	Reasons the Character is Suspected

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Mystery on Alaska’s Iditarod Trail
By: Carole Marsh


Name:  













Detective Case Log and Suspect List
Characters:

	Detectives
	Suspects
	Reasons Characters are Suspected

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Setting:

	Where does the mystery take place?



Clues:

	Clues (In Order)
	Who Discovered It?

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	


Distractions:

	What distractions or red herrings through the detectives off track:




Conclusion:

	What was the conclusion of the mystery?




Evidence:

	What evidence helped the detectives crack the case?




Section One

Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 1-3, pages 1-22

Class Assignment:

· In chapter three, they visit Kenai Fjord National Park.  Guess what!?!  They have a Junior Ranger program!  They have given us permission to complete the Junior Ranger challenge via mail!  Use the checklist below to ensure you have completed all of the necessary assignments:
· Page 3
· Page 4
· Page 5
· Page 8
· Page 9
· Page 10
· Page 12
· Page 13
· Page 14
· Page 15
· Page 17
· Page 18
· Page 19
· Page 20
· Page 21
· Write your name on the certificate at the back – first and last name!
Section Two

Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 4-6, pages 23-40

Class Assignment:

· Set up the Detective Log and Suspect List for this mystery
· Answer the ACE question below
· Continue to work on your Kenai Fjords Junior Ranger Packet
ACE Question:

The last sentence on page 31 reads, “But not all mysteries are so easy to solve.” This technique is one of the literary techniques that we have talked about.  Which literary element is that sentence an example of?  Why do you think the author chose to end the chapter that way?

Section Three

Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 7-9, pages 41-58

Class Assignment:

· Update the Detective Case Log and Suspect List for this mystery
· Complete the “Reading to Perform a Task” activity on the next page.  Read the directions VERY carefully and be sure to follow them exactly!
· Continue to work on your Kenai Fjords Junior Ranger Packet
Section Four

Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 10-13, pages 61-77

Class Assignment:

· Update the Detective Case Log and Suspect List for this mystery 
· Write a letter to your favorite character!
· Carole Marsh, the author of this book, LOVES to get letters from her readers, particularly letters written to her characters.  Today you will write a letter to your favorite character.    
· Ideas to think about:
· Let the character know how you are feeling about what is happening in the book now.
· Do you have any predictions about who is causing all of the trouble and why?
· Do you have any advice for them?
· Use the next sheet to write your rough draft
· Have your teacher help you edit your rough draft
· Copy your letter over on to the good paper
· Put your letter in the “to be mailed” envelope and we will mail them to:  Carole Marsh Mysteries, PO Box 2779, Peachtree City, Georgia 30269
· Continue to work on your Kenai Fjords Junior Ranger Packet
Section Five
Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 14-16, pages 79-97
Class Assignment:

· Update the Detective Case Log and Suspect List for this mystery 
· Complete the ACE questions for this section
· Continue to work on your Kenai Fjords Junior Ranger Packet
Ace Questions:

1.  Why did Christina get goose bumps on her arms when Mr. Ryan gave her the sled dog?  Support your answer with text evidence.

2. Where does the word Iditarod come from according to this text?  What does the word Iditarod mean?  Do you think it is a good name for the race?  Why or why not?

3. What two major clues are revealed at the end of chapter 15 when Mr. Ryan walked by?  What do you think these clues mean?

4. What famous event happened in the Yukon in 1896?  How did that change Alaska and its people?

5. How did these prospectors collect their finds?

6. Do you a have a theory for a solution to the mystery?  If you do, explain what you think is going on.

Section Six

Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 17-19, pages 99-110

Class Assignment:

· Update the Detective Case Report for this mystery
· Update the Suspects List for this mystery
· On the next page, Write About It!  Pretend you are a sled dog that is part of a team in the Iditarod race.  Write a story about some adventures you might have during the race.  Describe how it feels to run in the bitter cold, day after day, pulling hundreds of pounds behind you.  You are only making one copy of the story, so work carefully!
· Continue to work on your Kenai Fjords Junior Ranger Packet
Section Seven

Reading Assignment:

Read chapters 20-22, pages 111-125

Class Assignment:

· Update the Detective Case Report for this mystery
· Update the Suspects List for this mystery
· Carole Marsh, the author of the book, has subtitled this series “Real Kids, Real Places.”  She sets every mystery in a real place – a place that kids could go and visit for themselves after reading the book.  Originally, her own kids served as the main characters, and she picked kids from the location to also serve as characters.  Today, she actually takes applications from students like you to volunteer to serve as characters!
· Complete the application on the next page
· You also need to write a 25 word paragraph on why you think you would make a good character.
· Write a draft on the lined paper after the application
· Have your teacher help you edit your paragraph
· With your parents’ permission, we will mail your applications and a typed version of your paragraph to Carole Marsh!
· Continue to work on your Kenai Fjords Junior Ranger Packet
The last sentence on page 31 reads, “ But not all mysteries are so easy to solve.”  What literary device is this sentence and example of?  Why do you think the author chose to end the chapter this way?





Section Three


Chapters 7-9, pages 41-58





Review what has happened thus far in the novel.


Read chapter 7 as a class.


Chapters 8 and 9 can be read with partners, as a class, or independently as you choose.


Have the students update their case log and suspect list.


Have the students read to perform a task which is to create a model of a sled.  I like to use the directions that come with the teacher’s guide for the novel.





Section Four


Chapters 10-13, pages 61-77





Review what has happened thus far in the novel.


Read chapter 10 as a class.


Chapters 11, 12, and 13 can be read with partners, as a class, or independently as you choose.


Have the students update their case log and suspect list.


Have the students write a letter to their favorite character – they can be mailed to Carole Marsh Mysteries, PO Box 2770, Peachtree City, Georgia 30269.  Mrs. Marsh is very good at responding to letters she receives.  She frequently sends goodies like bookmarks and trading cards as well!


In the letters, the students should:


Let the character know how they are feeling about what is happening in the book now


Make any predictions they have about who is causing all of the trouble and why


Give some advice to the character





Section Five


Chapters 14-16, pages 79-97





Review what has happened thus far in the novel.


Read chapter 14 as a class.


Chapters 15 and 16 can be read with partners, as a class, or independently as you choose.


Have the students update their case log and suspect list.


Have the students complete the reading comprehension questions.  We use the ACE strategy when answering questions (answer the question being asked, cite evidence from the text, extend your answer)


Why did Christina get goose bumps on her arms when Mr. Ryan gave her the sled dog?  


Where does the word Iditarod come from according to this text?  What does the word Iditarod mean?  Do you think it is a good name for the race?  Why or why not?


What two major clues are revealed at the end of chapter 15 when Mr. Ryan walked by?  What do you think these clues mean?


What famous event happened in the Yukon in 1896?  How did that change Alaska and its people?


How did these prospectors collect their finds?  What method did they use?


Do you have a theory for a solution to the mystery?  If you do, explain what you think is going on.


























Section Six


Chapters 17-19, pages 99-110





Review what has happened thus far in the novel.


Read chapter 17 as a class.


Chapters 18 and 19 can be read with partners, as a class, or independently as you choose.


Have the students update their case log and suspect list.


Have the students write a story from the point of view of a dog in the Iditarod, they should:


Write a story of about some of the adventures they may have had in the race


Describe how it feels to run in the bitter cold, day after day, pulling the sled and musher after you!  








Section Seven


Chapters 20-22, pages 111-125





Review what has happened thus far in the novel.


Read chapter 20 as a class.


Chapters 21 and 22 can be read with partners, as a class, or independently as you choose.


Have the students update their case log and suspect list.


Have the students complete the application to be a character in one of Carole Marsh’s next books!  They need to:


Complete the application and write a 25 word paragraph on why they think they would make a good character.  This is TOUGH!  My students had the hardest time writing a paragraph that is only 25 words!  It’s a great exercise!  


Get their parent’s permission to enter.  I did this just because I didn’t want there to be any surprises …. Just in case!


Mail them to the same address as the character letters.




















