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MUSHERS REPRESENT ALASKA

Herbert Nayokpuk, Norman Vaughan, and Joe (See photo story on page 6. A complete story
Redington, Sr. stand beside the dog bowxes, loaded on Nayokpuk, Redington and Vaughan’s
and ready to board the Flying Tigers 747 bound participation in the parade will be in the
for the 1981 Presidential Inaugural Parade. February issue of the Runner.)
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Dear Friends,

On January 20, Joe
Redington, Sr., Herbie
Nayokpuk, and Norman
Vaughan will drive their teams
down Pennsylvania Avenue.
They will be representing all of
Alaska as they carry the blue
and gold in the 1981
Presidential Inaugural Parade.

The invitation to participate
in the parade came, via
Governor Jay Hammond’s
office, from Washington, D.C.

The parade bas been cut
down from a 7 1/2 bhour

Attention
Drivers!

You must have all your dog
food shipped NO LATER THAN
FEBRUARY 19. Race Manager
Dick Mackey has sent all drivers
a Mushers Information Packet. If
you have not received your
packet, please let us know. You
may pick one up at the Iditarod
Office or we will send you another
packet in the mail. These packets
contain very important informa-
tion pertaining to your participa-
tion in the 1981 Iditarod Trail
Race. For more information call
the Iditarod Office at 376-5155 or
376-3561.

Rondy
Hospitality
Suite

The Iditarod Trail Committee
invites you to enjoy our Hospital-
ity Suite at the Sheraton Anchor-
age during the Fur Rendezvous
Races, February 20, 21 and 22.
Come watch the teams head for
the finish line and share some
warmth and Rondy cheer. We’ll
see you there!

extravaganza to a one hour
tightly scheduled event. Many
states will bave to share space
on one float. It is indeed quite
an honor that three Iditarod
drivers and their worthy teams
will stand alone on that day.
For the Iditarod Trail
Committee this is a reflection
of the many years of counsistent
bard work. All of us will be
there with them on January 20,
the drivers, race volunteers,
spounsors, board of directors, etc.
Thank you,
RAINE HALL

To the editor

Dear Fellow Mushers:

In addition to Aee Dodson and
the Spanish film erew, a number
of our friends have died along the
Norton Sound coast between
Unalakleet and Nome this past
summer and this winter. Lee
Eckels of Unalakleet, Martin
Olson of Golovin, Garrett Aukon
of Nome, and Diana Gardenier of
Nome have ail left us tragically.

As we leave the timber of the
Anvik River and the Unalakleet
Valley, and begin the desolate
trek along the coast to Nome, let
us all take whatever moments we
have to remember these fine
people, and the loved ones they
left behind.

Jerry and Clara Austin
St. Michael

f We encourage your viewq

relevant to the sport of
sled dog racing and to the
Iditarod Trail Race. We
invite you to participate
through Letters to the
Editor, The Iditarod
Runner, Pouch X, Wasilla,

\Alaska 99687. J
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1981 GOLD MINERS 140
Sled Dog Race

Sponsored by the gold miners
of Livengood, Eureka, and Man-
ley, and the Interior Dog Mushers
Inc. of Manley.

Date: February 28 and March
1, 1981.

Entry Fee: $50.00

Purse: $4,500.00 in cash and
gold. Pay seven places — 32, 24,
16, 12, 8, 5 and 3 percent.

The drawing for positions and a
drivers meeting will be held on
Saturday, February 28 at 9:00
a.m. at the Nenana Dog Mushers
Clubhouse, Nenana, Alaska.

The race will start in Nenana at
11:00 a.m. and will run 70 miles
by overland and river trail to
Manley where there will be a
12-hour mandatory layover
before the return trip to Nenana.

Racing teams must start with
no less than 7 dogs and finish with

at least 5. Mandatory equipment
to be carried to the Manley
checkpoint will consist of:

1. Sleeping bag:

2. 2 1b. of food for each dog.

Warm water will be supplied to
all mushers at the Manley check-
point. Anything else required by
the musher must be carried by
him. This is a camp-out.

There will be a $10.00 fee
charged for flying each dropped
dog back to Nenana.

Any musher who scratches or
is disqualified at the checkpoint
will be responsible for the return
of his team and equipment.

Inquiries and entries will be
received by: Interior Dog Mush-
ers Inc., Eric Meffley, General
Delivery, Manley, Alaska 99756.
(907) 672-3345.

Special Alaska Fares

Alaska Airlines has announced
special discounts during the
“Last Great Race on Earth,” the
Iditarod.

Alaska has introduced a special
passenger fare discount good on
round trip transportation
between Anchorage, Fairbanks
or Kotzebue and Nome during the
month of March. The fare,
subject to CAB approval,
provides savings of up to one-
third off the normal coach fare.

Tickets may be purchased and
roundtrip reservations made up
to one hour before departure.
Seats will be limited, and provi-
ded on a first come-first served
basis.

In addition, Alaska is providing
cargo discounts for participants
in the Iditarod. Between Febru-
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ary 25 and March 7 Alaska
Airlines will transport dogs,
supplies and equipment from
Nome and Kotzebue to Anchor-
age, absolutely free of charge, for
registered participants of the
race. Following the race, from
March 21 to April 21, Alaska will
offer a 50 percent discount on
transportation of dogs, supplies
and equipment from Nome and
Kotzebue to Anchorage.

““This is simply another part of
our continuing support of this
phenomenal event,” said John
Kelly, staff vice president-mark-
eting. ““‘All Alaskans can be proud
of the spirit and endurance celeb-
rated during the Iditarod. Alaska
Airlines is happy to be able to
offer its support.”

Hope
Race Results

Two 25 mile heats over Palmer

Creek. Start and finish in Hope.

1. Bob Martin 5:33:25

2. Paul May 6:01:33.

3. Joe May 6:02:35

4. Mich Seavey, 5. John Wood, 6.
Dean Osmar, 7. David Lindquist,
8. Kris Deverell, 9. Lavonne
Barve, 10. Jim Strong, 11. Bill
Hall, 12. Rick Tarpey, 13. Bill
Caveney, 14. John Timmerman,
15. Rick Hamilton, 16. Robby
Carrol, 17. Mick McGrary.

Pete Larson and Mike Meehan,
time keepers and starters. Cliff
Sisson, Trail Marshal.

Following the race, a pot luck
and banquet was held, with an
open bar sponsored by the people
of Hope.

Here are the results of the

5-mile Kids’ Race, held the next
day:
1. {ance Barve, 2. Tim Osmar, 3.
Elyssa Strong, 4. Siri Strohg. The
last three teams came in one
second apart!

= News Flash=

Three dogs destined for the
Inaugural Parade were stolen
from the Maryland Farm where
they were staying. Joe Redington
Sr.’s lead dog Feets and his
faithful Candy who made it to
Nome 7 times and carried Red-
ington to the top of Mt. McKinley
are two of the missing. Norman
Vaughan’s leader was also
stolen. The theft occured around
midnight on January 18. The dogs
were found in time to participate

in the parade. More in the

February issue.

St e mae ot e )
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Rediscovering the Old Trail

Following are some thoughts jotted down one
dark, sleeting evening by Dick Mackey as he satina
tent camp on the trail. Joe Redington’s plane was
heard just before dark, but returned as fog

The Iditarod Trail isn’t always
racing to cover another mile,
peering around a turn in the trail,

hoping to discover the next

checkpoint cabin where compan-
ionship, warmth and rest await.

The Iditarod Trail is presently
an elusive thread, winding
through swamp spruce, crossing
newly frozen creeks and swamp
ice that is forever giving way
underfoot.

Under a hurriedly drawn
agreement between the State of
Alaska, the surveyors, and our-
selves, Joe Redington Sr. and I
are rushing to locate and mark
the original Historic Iditarod
Trail in an effort to prevent the
possibility of land surrounding
the old trail being made available
during future land lotteries, such
as happened at Otter Lakes last
year. And so the slow process of
search, slash, and mark con-
tinues.

What’s that saying? ‘“The best
made plans of men’’ — Working
closely with Burt Bomhoff’s sur-
veyors, Joe and I started on
October 1 what was to be a
fifty-day process of mushing the

again.

original Iditarod from Knik to
Finger Lake, a distance of some
110 miles. The first twelve miles
from Knik were pure hell. Water
and No Trespassing signs were
the most prevalent landmarks
along a trail, known to be the
axact location of the Iditarod.
Most landowners along the way
recognize the trail’s existence,
and have no problems with
racing dog teams converging
once each year; but making it
official—that’s another story! We
have no alternative but to pro-
ceed on the belief that the trail is
in fact a public trail, continued
since day one. The legalities and
disputes are left for the state and
various governmental agencies
to settle. Preserving a protected
‘“greenbelt’” for a thousand plus
miles' across this great state
overshadows selfish inclinations
to uphold continued but forgotten
disclaimers written into old
homestead patents by original
OWners.

Regardless, the quest con-
tinues. November 20 finds our
progress rapidly approaching
that of an injured snail. Days are

Before the Mushers . . .

The Iditarod Trail winds on a
map from Anchorage to Nome.
We call it 1049 miles. In fact, it’s
closer to 1200 or 1300 miles. It
crosses muskeg and swamps;
skirts overflow; climbs through
mountain passes and dense
forests. Between Anchorage and
Nome the trail crosses three
major river systems, and brings
bustling activity to more than 25
bush communities.

Before the field of mushers and
teams can start the long Iditarod
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journey in March, this wilderness
trail has to be physically located,
established and marked.

As civilization moves out into
previously vacant lands, especi-
ally on the southern end of the
route, this location and marking
becomes more important and
more difficult.

The Iditarod Trail has recently
been designated a National Histo-
ric Trail and, as such, has a right
of a way through federal lands.
The lands, however, on the

prevented a landing. Dick himself had barely
managed a landing in the fog just before dark, doing
the very thing he vowed some time ago never to do

— James Hall

spent flying in and out of a
central camp. Days when even
the ducks, if there were any left
this time of year, would refuse to
migrate through the fog, snow,
sleet showers, and early dark-
ness. On the ground each mile
covered is an agonizing experi-
ence. Another piece of trail,
another ribbon and marker. Joe
and I seem to resign ourselves to
the far from desirable weather
conditions. Being wringing wet
followed by freezing chills be-
comes normal. A third party to
keep camp, cook for the dogs and
relieve us of the chores following
a tough day on the trail is at the
moment a wishful dream.

Yet the thrill of an old blazed
tree, followed by the remains of a
trail cabin seem to make it all
worthwhile. Our original Turkey
Day deadline for reaching Finger
Lake has pushed up nearer to the
arrival of Santa Claus. What’s
another month on the trail in a
person’s lifetime? Those who
have been a part of the Iditarod
may be the only ones that really
understand.

BY ANNE PATCH

southern portion of the trail,
between Knik and Finger Lake
are state lands, and in order to
insure the right-of-way for the
Iditarod Trail through these
lands, contracts have been let to
locate the actual historic trail,
mark that trail, break it through
the wilderness where necessary
and, ultimately, survey the trail
to protect it from future en-
croachment.

Two veteran ‘‘Iditaroders’’ are
hard at work on this location and
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marking project for the Iditarod
Trail between Knik and Finger
Lake in preparation for survey-
ing. Joe Redington and Dick
Mackey have ‘‘set up housekeep-
ing” near Alexander Lake, 55
miles out on the trail. From here
they are fighting willow thickets
and dense underbrush to locate
and mark the old trail. Naturally,
there is an active dog lot at the
camp and Joe Redington is also
using this time to train his
Iditarod team for the March race
to Nome. In the past, the race has
not strictly followed the original
Iditarod Trail. When Mackey and
Redington are done, the historic
trail will be clearly located,
broken and marked and the
mushers will run the original
trail from Knik to Susitna Station
area, across old Skwentna Cross-
ing, and begin the climb to Rainy
Pass. Mackey reports that the
going is rough. Because the trail
has not been used, thick willows
and dense ground cover have
taken over and progress can
often be measured in feet per
hour. A crew will follow Mackey
and Redington to clear the brush
and put the trail in passable
condition for the race and the
future surveyors. The trail,
through these state lands, will be
marked with 5x7 reflective Idita-
rod markers.

Frank Harvey and Jay Peter-
son take over to actually put the
trail in for the race and maintain
it. Their trail marking responsi-
bilities go from Skwentna to
Nikolai—the toughest terrain the
Iditarod Trail has to offer. Frank
and Jay have put the trail in
annually for the Iditarod Trail
Committee. Their weeks of back-

breaking labor on the back of
snowmachines make the Iditarod
Trail Race possible.

Dick Forsgren and a crew from
McGrath take over at Nikolai and
bring the trail across the Kuskok-
wim, through McGrath and on
west to the now deserted town of
Iditarod.

This year the mushers will
follow a southern route through
Iditarod, Shageluk, Grayling and
Anvik. Part of this trail is used
regularly and is kept open for
village to village travel. Part of
the trail will be put in at the time
of reconstruction of the check-
point known as Don’s Cabin.

Victor ‘“‘Duke” Katongan and a
crew from Unalakleet will open
and mark the 100-plus mile trail
between Beaver Creek and Una-
lakleet. The well traveled trail
between Unalakleet, Shaktoolik,
Koyuk and on into Nome will be
marked and maintained by crews
from the various villages and
from Nome.

The trail is long and tough and
varied in ground cover, elevation
and obstacles. Trail work began
early this year and will be
on-going until the mushers are
through. Hopefully, it will be the
best trail possible. Our trail
breaking crews over the entire
length of the trail make the race
possible. Now that the trail has
been federally recognized, they
are marking and maintaining a
swath through the Alaskan wild-
erness that will be open year
‘round to multiple uses. Without
the snowmachines and man’s
hard physical labor, this tough
winter trail would not be access-
ible for the long dog sled race to
Nome.
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Board meets
in Nome

The Iditarod Trail Committee
board held their mid-winter
meeting in Nome on December 6
and 7. The meetings were well
attended and a great deal of work
was covered. The Saturday
meeting was open to the public
and several ‘“Nome-ites’’ were in
the audience. Former secretary-
Race’ Manager Gail Phillips of
Homer was also present.

Under Old Business the sales
items for 1981 were discussed. It
was announced that many new
items will be available this year,
such as a full-color photographic
poster, vests, jewelry, small
novelty items such as lighters,
lapel pins, charms ete.

An entry update was given. We
have three scratches to date
leaving a field of 41 mushers
entered. Entry deadline is Janu-
ary 15. Tom Jensen and Raine
Hall reported on the results of the
request for proposal which was
sent to all Alaska TV stations.
Midnight Sun (KENI-KFAR) has
been named the official Iditarod
network again for ’81. They will
cover the race day-to-day state-
wide with an update on the
evening news. There will be live
broadcast capabilities from
Anchorage, McGrath and Nome.
It was decided that the City of
Nome will be blacked out during
the finish coverage, but that it
will be taped for delayed broad-
cast.

Anne Patch reported that 850 of
the 1049 Iditarod Sweepstakes
tickets have been distributed.
Sales are going well especially in
the bush. Mary Boily sent a
report regarding Fairbanks
headquarters, which  will
be set up in the basement of the
Chamber of Commerce building.
A ham operator has volunteered
his time for trail updates in
Fairbanks. Don Brugman
announced that Alaska Airlines
has secured a 50 percent tariff for
mushers. Wien has applied for a

(Cont'd on page 8)
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Mushing
to D.C.

;

Photos by Jim Brown

Knik sled builder Vernon Hill made sall three sleds for the Inaugural
Parade. Seen above is Redington’s sled with wheels and special brakes.
Hill has donated the sled to the Iditarod Trail Committee and it will be
auctioned off at the Mushers Drawing and Banquet on March 5 at the
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel.

Iditarod musher and owner of Lolly’s Harness Shop in Wasilla, Lolly
Mncuoy, works on one of the twenty-five harnesses she made and donated
to the Iditarod for the Inaugural Parade. The specia] harnesses were made
in Alaska’s colors, blue and gold. Lolly also made and donated the
blnmr: for all three sleds.

Don Holcomb uses his Iditarod team to test the wheels and brakes
inatallec on Vernon Hill’s sled, as Norman Vaughan and Hill watch. To
simulate the action in Washington. Sharon Hess and Raine Hall rode in
lh. blllﬂt. The sled worked perfectly! Wasilla welcler, Forest Dow, helped
Varnon repare the wheels and elaborate braking system. Joe Smith,
ﬁl‘ﬁﬁc at dealer in Wasilla, donated two sets of wheels, as did Vernon

il

Doui Shaw, manager of Flying Tigers in Anchorage, helps Norman
VIulhll\ lond his team bound for Washington, D.C. Tigers
Il‘l“l‘ﬂlﬂonll. lncluding Flying Tigers and Hall’s Motor Express, handled
wll the transportation of théidogs free of charge. Norman Vaughan and
haneler chi Mauckey acconpanied the teams aboard the Flying Tigers
Jots, |

Iditarod musher Dave Olson lent his 20 dog box to carry the dogs on their
uirney wouth, One more box was added and was then forklifted‘ on to the

Iytng Tigers 747,
IDITAROD RUNNER JANUARY 1981
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Board —

(cont’d from page 5)
50 percent tariff on dogs and
mushers and more news on that
will be forthcoming. It was poin-
ted out that the special rates for
dog food and mushers should be
non-directional so that the
musher shipping his supplies
from Fairbanks or Kotzebue to
Anchorage for the start of the
race will also realize the savings.

Many pieces of business were
briefly touched on as progressing
- location of the historic trail by
Mackey and Redington, estab-
lishment of a trust fund, copy-
right on our various logos and
publications, pursuing an old
debt of Del Allison’s etc. Jack
Morris reported on the veteri-
narians. The budget is not strictly
firm at this point but they have
six confirmed vets to cover the
trail. It was discussed, moved
and passed unanimously that the
board go on record for strong and
uniform enforcement of the
veterinarian rules.

Dick Mackey, Race Manager
’81, gave a brief progress report
on the trail, the air force, the
start and restart etc. The restart

will be held at Settlers Bay. We

are looking for pilots who would
be available to help us fly dogs
and food over all sections of the
trail. The Iditarod is going to
supply gas and oil for the pilots.
Mackey met with Howard and
Julie Farley and Anne Patch, and
the end of the race in Nome is
now in the planning stages.

Anne Patch, Administrative
Coordinator ’81, reported that
there will be 1049 tickets avail-
able for the March 5 mushers
banquet at the Anchorage Shera-
ton. Headquarters will be in the
Sheraton this year with three
rooms being occupied for HAM
HQ, telephone room and office.
There will be a downstairs infor-
mational table as in the past. HQ
will open in Anchorage on Feb-
ruary 13.

Raine Hall reported on the
progress of fund raising. Alaska
Airlines will contribute to the

8

veterinarian fees as in the past.
Rainier will again sponsor the
mushers’ bibs and tkeir Alaskan
distributor, Anchorage Cold Stor-
age, have pledged 50 cents from
each case of Rainier sold during
January, February and March to
the Trail Committee. Settlers
Bay will donate as the restart
point, and Midnight Sun Broad-
casters will contribute as a result
of advertising sales on the broad-
cast coverage. Several outside
companies have been contacted.

Mayor Leo Rasmussen of
Nome was appointed to head up
the legislation committee to push
for permanent funding for the
race. He will work closely with
Tom Jensen to cordinate the trip
to Juneau scheduled for key
members of the Committee to
speak with legislators.

The treasurer was directed to
research the possibilities of
putting the ITC account into
money market certificates rather
than the conventional checking
account to realize a higher in-
terest rate. Tom Brennan’s 1981
Public Relations plan was passed
out to each board member for
consideration and discussion at a
later date. It was announced that
Frank Flavin will be the official
photographer for 1981 and that
there is a possibility that we will
have a pace car or truck pro-
vided. ‘

Sunday’s meeting was a closed
session of the board. It was
opened with a discussion about
the Nome Chamber of Com-
merce, their exclusion of the
Month of Iditarod festivities, and
how we can assist on the Nome
end. It was moved and passed
that the Iditarod Trail Committee
join the Nome Chamber of Com-
merce.

A further discussion was held
on legislation and how to go about
contacting our various represen-
tatives. Mackey, Jack Coghill,
Roger Nordlum and Al Crane will
assist on this committee.

A lengthy discussion was held
about insurance and the various
types we would need. It was

decided that Mackey and Dick
Galleher would check further and
that the Executive Committee
would be responsible for the final
decisions.

The membership committee
has not come up with a firm plan
to date. They were asked to meet
in Nome following the meetings
and report to the Executive
Committee and the other board
members via mail.

A lengthy discussion was held
about the Nome end of the race.
Rosemary Phillips was present
from the Nome Kennel Club, and
it was decided that the awards
ceremony at the end of the race
would be an Iditarod function this
year. Nome Ke' 2l Club decided
that instead of the 10 percent
fee promised to Iditarod from the
proceeds of the carnival, that the
money would be split between the
21st and 30th place mushers. A
discussion was held about the
over-crowding in the Nome
armory. It was decided that only
550 tickets will be sold, but that
the possibility of setting up satel-
lite rooms with closed circuit TV
would be explored.

Bob Madden with the City of
Nome shared some time with us
in the afternoon and a discussion
about ways to improve Front
Street and the chute was held.
Grant monies are available for
this purpose, and we will explore
the possibility of hiring a grant
writer to work with the Iditarod
Trail Committee and the City of
Nome on such projects.

The meetings were adjourned
early on Sunday so that the
various committees could get
together before departing for
Anchorage and Fairbanks.

The next board meeting will be
in April in Anchorage.
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1981 LINE-UP

JOE REDINGTON, SR., Knik, Alaska
Morrison Knudsen Co., Inc., General Foods,
Anchorage, AT & W, Anchorage, R.E.L,
Anchorage, Mr. Prime Beef, Anchorage, Jim
& Anna Wood, Eagle River.

JOHN BARRON, Big Lake, Alaska
J.B. & Bonnie Jeffers

3.JERRY AUSTIN, St. Michael, Alaska

Chevron USA, Inc.

. TERRY ADKINS, Cheyenne, Wyoming

Husky 0il, NPR Operations, Inc.

5. GLEN CRAIG, Nenana, Alaska

15.
16.

. NORMAN VAUGHAN;, Anchorage, Alaska

Sizzler Restaurants

. SUSAN BUTCHER, Knik, Alaska

. ROBERT MARTIN, MD, Wasilla, Alaska
. LARRY SMITH, Dawson City, Y.T.

. MYRON ANGSTMAN, Bethel, Alaska

. BURT BOMHOFF, Anchorage, Alaska

Bombhoff & Associates, Inc., Anchorage

. EEP ANDERSON, Takotna, Alaska
. RICK SWENSON, Eureka, Alaska

Anchorage Cold Storage-Odom Co.

. SUE FIRMIN, Flat Horn Lake, Alaska

Cabin Fever Clinic, Anchorage, Nordkyn Out-
fitters, Tatlanika Trading Co., Teaque Chiro-
practic Center, Bill Firmin, Mom & Dad, Phil
& Janet McCully, Brad Tusow, Mike & Susan
Lavin, Don & Barbara Belew, Bob Piatt,
Leon & Joan Dick

MARK FRESHWATERS, Ruby, Alaska

DR. EARL SPRUNGER, DVM, Apple Creek,

Ohio

17.
18.
19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

DEE DEE JONROWE, Bethel, Alaska
Adkins Steel Co.

HERBIE NAYOKPUK, Shishmaref, Alaska
Arco Alaska Inc.

SONNY LINDNER, Delta Junction, Alaska
McKinner-Alaska Inc.

GERALD RILEY, Nenana, Alaska

DENNIS BOYER, Wasilla, Alaska
Vern Hill Sled Builders, Daryl Farmen of D &
C Expediters, Ruth Meyer of H & R Block,
Wasilla, Lynn Wycoff of Wasilla Art Gallery,
Oxford Assaying & Refining, Anchorage
Huppies Roadhouse, Wasilla

LIBBY RIDDLES, Nelchina, Alaska
Libbey Owens Ford Corp., Pittsburg, PA

CLIFTON JACKSON, Noorvik, Alaska
Sea Cliff Inn & Pool & Coffee Shop
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24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.

30.
31.

ROGER NORDLUM, Kotzebue, Alaska
WILLIE FRENCH, New Zealand
JEFF KING, McKinley Park, Alaska
Popo Agie — Builders & Woodwork Steve &
Toni Jones, Trinity Firs of Glen Ellen CA.
GARY WHITTEMORE Cantwell, Alaska
DAVE MONSON, Unalaska, Alaska
RICK MACKEY, Wasilla, Alaska
D & A Super
DONNA GENTRY, Skwentna, Alaska
JIM STRONG, Hope, Alaska
Tobacco Cache of Alaska Inc.,
Fisheries

Seward

32.STEVE FLODIN, Chugiak, Alaska

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.
38.

39.
40.

41.

Wes Mclntyre, Homer, Alaska
McWil, Inc., Homer Mushers

DAN ZOBRIST, Nenana, Alaska
Carolyn Edelman

TED ENGLISH, Chugiak, Alaska
Nordstrom Department Store, Pat & Jim
Macomber, K & K Working Mans Store,
Joanne & Art Potts, Patty Friend .

DUANE HALVERSON, Trapper Creek, Alaska
C & G Framing, Anchorage, Jomax Inc., Norm
Thompson

BUD SMYTH, Fairbanks, Alaska

MARTIN BUSER, Switzerland
Earl & Natalie Norris, Alaska Mill & Feed,
Anchorage, Caselton Enterprises, Anchorage

DOUGLAS SHERRER, Takotna, Alaska

BILL THOMSON, Whitehorse, YT
Chevron Canada, Northern Outdoors (White-
horse, YT), Yukon Veterinary Clinic (White-
horse, YT)

GORDON CASTANZA, McGrath, Alaska
Apple Computer Co. & Apple Empire, Seattle

42. CLARENCE TOWARAK, JR., Unalakleet,
Alaska

Ryan Air
43. STEVE VOLLERSTEN, Takotna, Alaska

44.

DON HOLCOMB, Knik, Alaska
Bill Magee of George’s Packing House,
Palmer

45. ERNIE BAUMGARTNER, McGrath, Alaska

Supported by The Baha'is of Alaska

46. MIKE STORTO, Eagle River, Alaska

47.

JAN MASEK, Anchorage, Alaska

(Please turn to back page for entries No. 48-57)
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Happy New Year! The undercurrent all over Alaska
is. . . . WHERE IS THE SNOW?

Congratulations to ’77 and 79 champ Rick Swenson
and wife Kathy. . . Kristen Rochelle Swenson was
born on December 11, weighing in at seven pounds
and four ounces. After a lengthy stay in Fairbanks,
the family is back in Eureka where the countdown
to March 7 has begun.

Gene Leonard is going to Nome. Thanks to the
efforts of an old friend, Bob Curtis of Anchorage,
Gene has secured Continental Qil as his sponsor.
Gene won the red lantern in 1979, and has been
training a faster team out of his Finger Lake
musher’s paradise . . . (there’s always plenty of
snow there).

Other drivers who are making rumblings about
meeting the January 15 entry deadline are Ken
Chase, Harry Sutherland, Rudy Demeoski, and
Emmitt Peters. All four are well seasoned race
veterans who would add a great deal to the
competition. If Chase doesn’t sign up, this will be
the first Iditarod he has missed since the first race
was run in 1973.

~ Mayor Leo and Erna Rasmussen of Nome are about

10 feet off the ground these days. . . Miss Amanda
Esther Maria Rasmussen joined the Rasmussen
family on November 6, tipping the scales at 7 lbs. 8
oz. Congratulations Erna and Leo!

Don’t miss the Iditaroed float in the Rondy Parade if
you'rein town. . . It will be pulled by a new breed of
Iditarod dog, in fact, a whole herd of them.

Gary Attla, son of George Attla, is planning to run
the 81 race ,o Nome. His dad ran the Iditarod in
1973 and finished fourth. Gary recently came in
second in the Su Valley Championship and has got
one fast dog team. This is one rookie to watch out
for. . .

Another rookie, Dr. Bob Martin recently won the
50-mile Hope Race, beating both Paul and Joe May.
Martin’s no one to mess with either.

Unless you can travel to the snow, the farther north
you live the better for training this winter. Sc far,
the only driver who hasn’t been complaining about
conditions is the Shishmaref Cannonball. . . It was
51 degrees F. in Fairbanks last week!

Anne Patch

In three short years with the
Iditarod Trail Committee, Anne
Patch has had her hands on
almost all aspects of race opera-
tions and administration. Anne
originally became involved with
the Committee in 1978 when
Graphix West, the advertising
agency she was working with was
contracted to write a fund raising
brochure about the race. Anne
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wrote the brochure, Jon VanZyle,

our mushing artist, did the
graphics and illustration work.
As a result of the extensive
research and work on the Bro-
chure, Anne’s interest was
piqued and she continued to
become more and more involved
as a volunteer.

In 1979 Anne served as treasu-
rer of the Iditarod Committee.

She also became involved as
chairman for the first Iditarod
Sweepstakes sale. She worked
extensively that year in Anchor-
age headquarters and helped out
on the Nome end with the banquet
and information headquarters.

With the reorganization of the
board in 1980, Anne was elected to
a two-year term and was re-elec-
ted as treasurer.

IDITAROD RUNNER




Anne moved from Anchorage
in 1979 to Homer where she
opened her own secretarial
service. She was also contracted
by the Iditarod Trail Committee
to act as Anchorage co-coordi-
nator for the 1980 race working
with Howard Farley from Nome.

As Anchorage coordinator
Anne oversaw the first half of the
trail and all operations on the
Anchorage end. In 1981 Anne has
agreed to donate her time and
efforts to being administrative
coordinator for the race. Working
with Dick Mackey who will be in
charge of all trail-related oper-
ations as Race Manager, Anne

Junior

The annual Junior Iditarod
Trail Race is set for February 28.
Mushers ages 14 - 17 may enter.
The trail, approximately 120
miles long, will follow the same

Iditarod

will coordinate the headquarters
on both ends, the banquet in
Anchorage, the awards cere-
mony in Nome and the communi-
cations effort of the race.

Anne, originally from upstate
New York, has been in Alaska
since 1968. She has lived in
Anchorage, Bethel, Valdez, and
now Homer. Professionally a
writer, she is also responsible for
our new full color brochure on the
race. Anne has had several artic-
les published about the race and,
hopefully, someday soon she’ll
publish the book she’s promised
us about this last great race on
earth.

route covered by the senior
mushqrs one week later. For
more information watch for the

Annual buys
IBM

Dorothy G. Page, editor and
publisher of the Iditarod Trail
Annual has donated the funds for
the purchase of a new IBM
Correcting Selectric III for the
Iditarod Office.

Since 1973,

Mrs. Page has

shouldered the workload and cost
of producing the award winning
Annual. When all is said and
done, if there is any profit made,
Dorothy comes through with a
donation just when we need it the
most. Many thanks, Dorothy!

February Runner, or call the e

Iditarod office.

Looking for some ‘‘doggy’’ people fo do
business with? 16 cents a word puts you in
touch with over 1,200 interested consumers.
Do it now . . . Iditarod Runner Classified,
Pouch X, Wasilla, Alaska 99687, or 907-376-
5155.

Free vegetable oil used in chicken broaster.
Strained nightly except when changed once a
week. Call Wasilla Bar 376-5781 and ask for
Jack or Don, or talk to Marge at Teelands.
Approx. 5 gallons per week.

Seal Meat Dog Food. Available now at
Martin Seafoods’ Meat chunks in 25 pound
boxes. Some liver, heart and kidneys. Also
available 50 Ib. boxes. 40 cents per pound.
Contact David Monson, 1550 H Street,
Anchorage, AK 99501. 276-5837 or Martin
Seafoods, 800 Ocean Dock Road, Anchorage.
277-2628.

LOLLY's IDITAROD Harness Shop: Proven
by winning teams time and time again. 10
percent off all equipment purchased by
official Iditarod ‘81 entranis. Box 1430,
Wasilla, AK 99687. 907-495-6483 or 376-2892.

Sledding Books. How to frain your dogs. How
to make your equipment. Pricelist 25 cents.
Raymond Thompson Company, 15815 2nd
Place West, Lynnwood, Washington 98036.

JANUARY 1981

The Key to the Heart of the Race — Iditarod
Trail Annuals. Write to Editor, Mrs. Dorothy
G. Page, PO Box 202, Wasilla, Alaska 99687.
$5.00 plus $1.25 postage.

Iditarod sled dogs for sale. Can be seen and
tried at Knik. Also puppies from proven
Iditarod stock. Write Joe Redington, Sr.,
SR BOX 5460, Knik Road, Wasilla, AK 99687.

Better booties by Barb in Bethel. Custom
made booties with or without Velcro. Write
for estimate and samples. Barb Knapp, Box
1027, Bethel, AK 99559.

You shouldn’t be without the TUN-DRA
catalog! The most complete catalog serving
northern dog people. Supporting the ‘‘Idita-
rod” since 1967. TUN-DRA, 16438-96th Ave.
Nunica, Michigan 49448.

Seward Fisheries meal and oil is available at
Rae’s Harness Shop,Alaska Farmers Co-Op
Eagle River Feed Store, Alaska Mill & Feed,
Alaska Feed Co. Fairbanks, Burnt Paw,
Tok, and the Meal Plant in Seward.

Trail Food. Herring 25 cents-pound. Seal 50
cents-pound. Call Ron Brinker 349-7796.

Barve’s top Pro-Forming dog Sleds — tobog-
gan sleds, proven on the Iditarod. Call
376-2081, 376-5084 or write Lavon Barve, P.O.
Box 656, Wasilla, AK 99687.

Arrive at Nome in Style! Is flying to Nome
for the Iditarod becoming too tame? You can
mush to Nome with Denali Dog Tours and
Wilderness Freighters, arriving from Kotze-
bue in time for the race finish. Write: Dennis
Kogl, Box 1, McKinley Park AK 99755.
683-2314.

Have you renewed your subscription
to Team and Trail? If you would like
to stay informed year ‘round about
dog racing all over the world, a
subscription to Team and Trail is a
must! Published and edited by
Cynthia Molburg in Center Harbor,
New Hampshire, Team and Trail is
the_most comprehensive and infor-
mative publication of its kind. Team
and Trail Center Harbor, NH 03226.
2nd class mailings $12.50, 1st class
mailings $17.00
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Li ne"u p (Continued from page 9)

48. WILLIAM WEBB, Nome, Alaska
Wien Air Alaska (flying dogs and supplies
down), Friends in Nome, First Baptist Church,
Buna, Texas, Mike and Judy Grimes &
Family, Seattle

49. ROBERT IVAN, Akiak, Alaska

50. HARRY SUTHERLAND, Trapper Creek,Alaska

51. GARY ATTLA, Fairbanks, Alaska

52. GENE LEONARD, Hayes River, Alaska
Continental Oil

The Flying Tigers 747 prepares to wing the dogs
south for the 1981 Presidential Inaugural Parade.
Without the help of Doug Shaw and everyone at

53. HAROLD AHMASUK, JR., Nome, Alaska
Arctic Native Brotherhood, Nome; Kawerak
Inc., Nome; Stan Sobocienski, Nome;
Tanadgusix Village, St. Paul Island, Alaska

54. BRUCE DENTON, Juneau, Alaska
Don Abel Building Supply, Douglas Trucking
(Lyndon Transfer), Northern Construction
6th Grade - Gastineau School

55. EMMITT PETERS, Ruby, Alaska
Alaska Commercial Co.

56. FRANK SAMPSON, Noorvik, Alaska
Eskimos, Inc., Barrow, Alaska

57. NEIL EKLUND, Shishmaref, Alaska

Jim Brown photo

Tigers International (Flying Tigers and Hall’s
Motor Express) mushing to Washington would have
been a very expensive logistical problem.



