	Form Poem


	Developed by: Blynne Froke, Target® 2012 Iditarod Teacher on the Trail™

	Discipline / Subject: English/Language Arts 

	Topic: Personal Challenge and Accomplishment

	Grade Level: 3rd and up as complexity may be added.

	Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs: Students developed word banks

	Lesson Summary:  Students read about a musher before setting out on this activity.  Good choices might be Susan Butcher, Mike Williams or Martin Buser the year he cut off his finger.  Short selections about these and other mushers are available in Iditarod Classics 1 and 2.  Students then brainstorm word banks of nouns, verbs and adjectives/adverbs that apply to the stories they have been reading.  The poem they will write will be in 5 lines according to these rules.  Line 1 – noun, Line 2 – verb, Line 3 – adjective or adverb, Line 4 – verb, Line 5 – noun.  See attached sample poem for ideas.

	Standard’s Addressed: Alaska State Standards – English/Language ArtsW3.2, 1.2, 1-2, 4.3.5  Writing conventions, standardized English, parts of speech, literary forms

	Learning Objectives: Students will follow verbal directions to use specific parts of speech and use linking and organizing syntax to create a poetic image about personal challenge and accomplishment.
	Method of assessment for learning:  Use a writing rubric

	Procedural Activities: Word banks may be put on butcher paper and left up or used to frame bulletin boards where poems are displayed.

	Materials Students Need: paper, pen or pencil, students may also wish to illustrate their poems.

	Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning:  Word processing if desired

	Other Information:

	Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities: 


Additional Information – Sample Poem
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