	Life is a Trail

	Developed by: Blynne Froke, Target® 2012 Iditarod Teacher on the Trail™

	Discipline / Subject:  English/Language Arts, Character Education

	Topic: Metaphor

	Grade Level: 7-12

	Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs:  “I Would Rather Be Ashes Than Dust” by Jack London and other related quotes by Jack London, Theodore Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and a wide variety of others.  Choose your favorites.

	Lesson Summary: In a reflective essay, students experiment with the use of metaphor to express the trials, challenges and celebrations of life.

	Standard’s Addressed: Alaska State Standards:  Reading 2.10, 3.7,4.6 – identify themes, analyze and evaluate literary elements and devices and connect them to personal experience; Writing 2 – 4.3 – use a variety of forms; take a composition from thesis statement through conclusion, use editing and standard conventions.

	Learning Objectives: Students will identify and use metaphor to express complex ideas.
	Method of assessment for learning: see rubric below 

	Procedural Activities: Through daily reading from Iditarod books list, oral group sharing and written summaries in Cornell notes style students will begin to identify moments that can be expressed succinctly in metaphor.  Students will study and memorize the Jack London poem “Ashes and Dust” and identify the use of metaphor.  Students will then brainstorm lists of potential metaphors for life.  They will then choose one for themselves to craft a reflective essay and take it from rough draft through revision and editing in small response groups.

	Materials Students Need: paper and pencil, the above mentions suggested readings or any other that the teacher feels are appropriate for class.

	Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning:  Word processing and editing

	

	Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities
Expectations for the complexity of idea and language should be adjusted to student level.


Additional Information
Writing Rubric

4

The metaphor used is interesting and engaging.  The prose stays with the metaphor presented, extending it to every sensory perception appropriate.
Sentences are crisp and complete without grammatical error and the spelling is impeccable.

3

The metaphor used is interesting and engaging.  The prose does not stray and extends the metaphor.  

Sentences are complete, without obvious grammatical error and spelling is correct.

2

The metaphor being used is obvious and the prose apply to the metaphor.

Sentences are complete and spelling has been checked
