	Found Poetry


	Developed by: Blynne Froke, Target® 2012 Iditarod Teacher on the Trail™

	Discipline / Subject: English/Language Arts

	Topic: Inspirational Poetry

	Grade Level: 3rd grade and up

	Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs: Iditarod Classics by Lew Freedman – Howard Farley article

	Lesson Summary:  Students will read or be read to Howard Farley’s article in Iditarod Classics by Lew Freedman.  Students will then discuss the inspirational quality of the article and cite phrases that embody that spirit.  Using these phrases, students will create a poem to recreate that spirit.  They are free to rearrange, even reword the phrases they find to clarify the message they wish to impart to their readers.

	Standard’s Addressed: Alaska State Standards – E/LA – Reading 2.3.1; 2.5.1-3;4.3.5 Identifying and locating main idea in a narrative and describing related experiences;  Writing 2.2.3; 2.4.1; 2.5.1; 2.10.2; 3.6.3; 4.4.3 – using expressive language; rearranging or adding details to improve focus; giving credit to others ideas and images; selecting and using formatting features; combining sentences using precise and descriptive language to improve quality and effectiveness of writing

	Learning Objectives: Students will identify inspirational phrases and unify phrases that employ a specific theme.
	Method of assessment for learning:  Student work will be assessed against a pre agreed upon rubric emphasizing economy and effectiveness of language; rhythm and descriptiveness and unifying theme.

	Procedural Activities: Students will read or be read to Howard Farley’s article in Iditarod Classics by Lew Freedman.  Students will then discuss the inspirational quality of the article and cite phrases that embody that spirit.  Students will choose phrases from the article and create a poem to recreate that spirit.  They are free to rearrange, even reword the phrases they find to clarify the message they wish to impart to their readers.  Creativity and message transmission are the essential products that are valuable to this experience.  Allow creativity to accomplish this goal within the perimeters of correct usage.

	Materials Students Need: A copy of Howard Farley’s article, pencil and paper

	Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning:  word processing if desired

	Other Information:

	Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities: the article can be read to students once or multiple times to allow for recognition of theme or pictorial demonstrated if appropriate.


Additional Information

