	 Tracking the Musher


	Developed by: Blynne Froke, 2012 Target® Teacher on the Iditarod Trail™

	Discipline / Subject: Math/Data Collection

	Topic: Collecting Date, Creating appropriate forms

	Grade Level: 5th grade and up

	Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs:

Lists of checkpoints and mushers – all available at Iditarod.com

	Lesson Summary: students will determine what information is necessary and devise a form to track a musher’s progress along the trail throughout the race.

	Standard’s Addressed: Alaska State Standards
1.Math – A4 F&R – 14F&R – 1,A5 F&R – 3, A9F&R – 1, A4S&P – 1 – number functions and relationships, statistics and probability
2. Technology A2, E7 – use of technical tools to enhance communication and production; integrate use of technology into daily life.

	Learning Objectives:

1. Organizing of data
2. Form creation
	Method of assessment for learning 

Determine whether the form created delivers the desired results

	Procedural Activities

We have pre – made forms to track the mushers progress down the trail, but it is a valuable activity for students to assess information needed and create their own data collecting processes.  A great deal of pride is involved is using your own invention and a real understanding of process is involved in determining what needs to be recorded.  This form will track times, dogs, etc.  Students will determine the important data to track and create forms of their own using excel spreadsheet when grade appropriate.  There is more than one way to skin a cat as they say so allow for working outside the box – your students may devise something better than we have been using.  You may use more than one form during the race, then assess which was the most user friendly and informative or this could actually be a great “beyond” activity to improve upon tools that were available to use.

	Materials Students Need:

List of mushers, check points and vocabulary used to discuss a musher’s progress.

	Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning: Excel spreadsheet

	Other Information:

	Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities:

Increase or decrease data required according to level of students.  Excel spreadsheet only need be used if it is appropriate for student skills.


