	 Safety First


	Developed by:  Blynne Froke, 2012 Target® Teacher on the Iditarod Trail™

	Discipline / Subject:  English/Language Arts, Skills for Healthy Life

	Topic: Making a plan for safely

	Grade Level: 5th grade and up, but can be adjusted easily

	Resources / References / Materials Teacher Needs:  Rivers, The Story of a Blind Alaska Sled Dog by Mike Dillingham.

	Lesson Summary:

Students have been reading or being read to from Rivers, The Story of a Blind Alaska Sled Dog.  Their job is to assess a specific space: a back yard, a home, even a classroom for possible hazards considering River’s disability and make a plan to address each one.  An extension of this activity would be to learn the many ways that mushers safeguard their dogs, from “dancing a dog” to not allowing dogs to jump out of the truck unassisted.

	Standard’s Addressed: (Local, State, or National)

1. Skills for Healthy Life – A 1,3,5; B1; D1,2 Identify causes and prevention techniques of well being, taking responsibility to create safe, healthy environments.
2. English/Language Arts A 1,3,5; B1; D1,2. Analyze and synthesize information, active listening skills, elements of writing, organization and sentence structure.

	Learning Objectives:

1. Students will notice potential risks to safety
2. Students will create a plan and execute said plan to avoid these risks
	Method of assessment for learning 

Rubric assessment will be used, created with students to emphasize thoroughness of research, logical organization and specific grammar and conventions.

	Procedural Activities

After reading and/or learning about Rivers’ disabilities, students discuss what sorts of situations would be potentially dangerous for Rivers.  Each student is assigned a specific space to evaluate and identify potential hazard to safety and plan to rectify the situations.  Decide on a written form that is most effective for the purpose – informational essay?  Outline?  Simple list organized by priority?

	Materials Students Need:

Rivers, The Diary of a Blind Alaska Sled Dog by Mike Dillingham      

	Technology Utilized to Enhance Learning: Word processing

	Other Information:

	Modifications for Special Learners/ Enrichment Opportunities:

Possible extensions to this activity may be to apply these observations to younger siblings or individuals with disabilities and the elderly


